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L A Y E T T E S
Special Points of
Interest:
It is time again to begin shopping, sewing, knitting, crocheting, etc. for
items to be included in the layettes to be assembled by United Methodist
Women. For many years the layette project has been a means by which
we are able to help new moms in our community.

Church Directories
Easter Egg-Stravaganza
Greeters, Ushers, Lay
Reader Schedule

New mothers who come to the hospital without proper clothing for the
newborn to go home in will be given one of these layettes. The needs of
these recipients are determined by staff at hospitals, clinics, and social
service agencies in the area.

MCREST News
New Members

Anyone too busy to sew or shop can put money or a check (made out to
the U.M.W.) in an envelope marked “Layettes”, and the phantom shoppers
(who love shopping for sales) will go into action.

UMW & Merry Widows
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A pack-n-play is located in the Narthex to place your purchases or completed items in. You may want to take advantage of sales in progress now.
The deadline for donations is May 7, 2017. If you have any questions,
please contact Reva Misch at 586.295.6563 or pinkycross6@yahoo.com.
Each layette consists of (size 0-12 months) 1 sleeper, 1 pair booties or
socks, 1 sweater set or playsuit, 1 receiving blanket, 1 bib, 6 disposable
diapers, 1 afghan or crib blanket, 1 onesie, and 1 bottle.

Thank you!
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From the Pastor’s Pen…
The Pastor’s Pen
It appears we made the turn from 2016 and are now fully engaged with 2017. What a transition! A new
administration at the helm of our federal government, a revised and updated Book of Discipline ordering
how we “do” church stuff, and a fresh calendar are ours to engage and learn and navigate.
The Church Year is moving us through our days and a new season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 1st. Some of our ministries are adding programs and missions, while some are eliminating
programs and events. We are all busy looking at what we do and how it fits with our work.
The Leadership Day in January was exciting as our values and ideas began to percolate up from the people
gathered. We started to think about how we can work in teams and join teams and resources when it
makes good sense to do so. Our resources of people, passions, time, and finances are often limited when
we think only about what we can do in this small group or program. I talked about how to invite people
from outside to partner with us and expand our resources to the community. We explored some ideas,
some ways to invite area businesses and schools to partner together with us. And we discussed how we
might expand our reach, to carry God’s love into the lives of those who need it most.
We talked, bottom line, about making meaningful and authentic relationships. This is the foundation of
Jesus’ life and ministry. I invite each of you to consider a journey through his story in Scripture, in faithfully participating in worship, or experiencing one of our studies through Lent, “Called to Be Community” on
Sunday afternoons or “What is a Methodist?” A Messy Study About Methodists on Wednesdays between
Messy Church events.
I invite you to do something that isn’t easy for most of us: Would you, will you, ask someone who doesn’t
come to Warren First, someone you know, to attend worship here or study here or have over to your
house for coffee and an informal study of one of the gospels? Seriously. Think of one person you know
whom you want to pray with once a week, even over the phone.
Let us accept the challenge of living our Baptismal Calling to learn the power of Jesus in our own lives and
the lives of those around us. How can you and I share this treasure? Praying for how God moves us to
new life this season!
Yours in the Journey! Pastor Susan
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Lent Worship . . .
Warren First at Worship
“Living Our Baptismal Covenant”
LENT BEGINS MARCH 1
In worship throughout Lent we will explore our baptismal covenant, the promises we make and the power
we accept as we enter into the family of God:
 What does it mean to resist evil and temptation, to renounce the power of spiritual forces of
wickedness?
 What does it mean to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present
themselves?
 What does it take for us to accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist temptation and
illuminate the darkness?
March 1 — Ash Wednesday: Remember, You Are Dust »
7PM
We gather to acknowledge our mortality and our sinfulness, and to seek God’s mercy and guidance for
the season of intensive formation and re-formation in the way of Jesus that lies ahead.
March 5 — Lent 1: Renounce »
10:30AM
We walk the way of temptation with Jesus and learn from him what it means to continue to renounce the
spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of our sin.
March 12 — Lent 2: Accept »
10:30AM
Through powerful image of new birth and the biblical story of the serpent in the wilderness, Jesus shows
Nicodemus and us what it takes for us to accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.
March 19 — Lent 3: Confess »
10:30AM
In an encounter with a woman at a well in Samaria, Jesus confesses he is the Messiah, and she not only
embraces this, but leads others to make the same confession.
March 26 — Lent 4: Nurture»
10:30AM
The response of the crowds to Jesus’ healing of a man born blind says much about how we can actively
“nurture one another in the Christian faith and life, and include these persons now before us in our care,”
or fail to do so.
April 2 — Lent 5: Believe! »
10:30AM
The faith we confess, and the faith that transforms us, is more than intellectual assent to a theological
construct. It is to stake our lives on the Triune God, and so join Martha’s confession, “Yes, Lord, I believe
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into this world.”
April 8— Community Easter Egg-stravaganza!: Believe! »
10:00AM
Join the fun with friends, family, and neighbors as listen to the Easter story and the promise of Resurrection! Games, Face-Painting, Egg Hunt, and TREATS!!! (Breakfast of pancakes and sausage.)
April 9 — Palm Sunday: Who Is This?»
10:30AM
A parade of palms, joyful songs, expectation builds for something great. And preparation for Holy Week.
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Warren First at Worship . . .
April 13 — Maundy Thursday: Love Each Other»
7:00PM
We gather around the table Jesus sets for his disciples. We experience the power of his servant ministry.
We receive his gifts of bread and cup. We sing with him before he heads to the garden and his arrest.
April 14 — Good Friday: When You’ve Heard This Story Before»
7:00PM
We gather around the cross in a darkened room, singing and speaking the events of Jesus death and
burial.
April 16 — EASTER SUNDAY: Revealed!»
8:00AM
Youth lead us through the Resurrection and into God’s promise of new life as a new creation! We will
celebrate putting on a new garment of LOVE!
April 16— EASTER BREAKFAST!: Sign Up Now to Bring a Gift to the Table! 9:00AM
Check the list on the table in the Fellowship Hall to bring one of the items needed. Also, sign up to help
with set up and clean up!
April 16— EASTER SUNDAY: REVEALED!»
10:30AM
With choirs ringing and singing, we greet this Easter dawn with gifts of praise and prayer. Come and see
what God has for you—God’s love and light revealed!

Warren First at Study through Lent
“Called to be Community”
A short video with conversation each Sunday, March 5-April 9
5:00PM-6:00PM
Please sign up for the Sundays you wish to attend. This is open to adults and older youth.
Child care may be arranged for younger children.

“What is a Methodist?” A Messy Study About Methodists
Wednesdays, March 15, March 22, March 29, April 5
6:00 PM –7:00 PM
Open to all ages! Families welcome!
Please sign up for the Wednesdays you wish to attend.
Child care may be arranged for nursery to toddlers.
Short video with conversation each Wednesday. Topics include history, how we do ministry together,
what the church is supposed to be and do, and Wesley’s understanding of grace.

Messy Church will be celebrating Jesus’ journey from the desert to the cross and
beyond in March. April will bring a celebration of Resurrection!

And we will be MESSY!!!
Fun and meaningful for all ages.
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Messy Church . . .
SAVE THESE DATES . . .
Every 2nd
Wednesday of the
Month

FREE!

Messy Church
(Fellowship Hall)

Dinner, Story, Games

March 8
6:00—7:30pm
Craft: Easter Symbols

Songs & Crafts
Free!!!
All Ages [1-100]

April 12
6:00-7:30pm
Craft: Green Slime
May 10
6:00-7:30pm
Craft: Tie Dye
Volunteers are needed!
Sign up today in the Fellowship Hall!

Easter EggStravaganza

Messy Church
Volunteers Meeting
Sunday, March 5, 2017
12:00 pm—Parlor
Questions, contact Nadine Johnson
npjohnson1206@gmail.com

Saturday, April 8, 2017
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall.

Volunteers are needed for the following areas:
Face painting

Crafts

Decorators

Hiding the eggs

Breakfast prep

Gift bag prep

Registration

Sidewalk chalk

Set up & Clean up crew

We are asking for donations of individual serving
packs of all candies. Nut Free and No chocolate.
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS . . .
Assisted Care
Doug Anderson—Martha T. Berry, 43533 Elizabeth Rd., Rm. 2151,
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
Charles Hepner—Alamo Nursing Home, 8290 W. C Ave., Kalamazoo,
MI 49009
Cliff Jex—4170 24th Ave. Apt. 149, Ft. Gratiot, MI 48059
Wilma Martin—Windememere Park, 31800 Van Dyke, Rm. 250,
Warren, MI 48093

Usher Volunteers are needed for
the February & August Team. If
you would like to help serve on
Sunday mornings, please contact
the church office at 586.264.4701.

Ushers Schedule
March

Jean Minter—Sunrise Assisted Living, 46471 Hayes Rd., Rm. 216,
Shelby Twp., MI 48315

Jack Johnson
Michael Wilka
Carl Misch
Robert Knakal

Eileen Shidler—36725 Utica Rd., Apt. 239, Clinton Twp., MI 48035
Lois Thomas—Father Murphy Nursing Ctr., 8444 Engleman, Rm. 217,
Center Line, MI 48015
Ruth Totton—Autumn Woods Nursing Ctr., 29800 Hoover Rd., Room
359-B, Warren, MI 48093

Continued Prayers
Active Duty:

Sean Boesman—Germany
Carl Dorff—Ft. Hood, TX
Bian Holland, Kwait
Matthew Seilicki—CA
Erik Wilt—Japan

Bradley Cornett—WA
Vincent Farmilo—Germany
Andrew Rivard—MI
Vincent Von Lau—Army
Teresa Wilt—Reserves, TX

All those in active military service
Names removed from this list remain on the prayer team’s weekly
prayer list. Questions? Please see a member of the prayer team or
contact them below.
Lora Quick: 586.243.1715, prayergramma@gmail.com
Dorothy Collins: 586.264.7152
Dot McLean: 586.264.1649, dorothym@ameritech.net
Church: 586.264.4701, contact@warrenfirstumc.org

MCREST Church’s
March 5: Macomb Christian, Shelby Twp.
March 12: St. Louis Catholic Church, Clinton Twp.
March 19: Triumphant Cross Lutheran Church, SCS
March 26: Open Week

Greeters Schedule
March 5: Beverly & Carol Ethridge
March 12: Linda & Paul Sadowski
March 19: Jody & Don Adams
March 26: Dot & Bob McLean
Lay Readers Schedule
March 1: Ash Wednesday
Leslie Pascoe
March 5: Gary Voshol
March 12: Jerry Garriott
March 19: Paul Sadowski
March 26: Robert Knakal

Counters—March
Mike Rivard
Jody Adams
Arlene Colwander
Volunteers can sign up in the
Fellowship Hall
Sunday Office Volunteers
March 5: Claudia DeBacker
March 12: Claudia DeBacker
March 19: Liz Baron
March 26: Jan Waud
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Church Announcements . . .
Thank You Corner . . .
Dear Friends, thank you for your cards, kind words, and prayers following the death of my sister. We
really did appreciate all of them. Sincerely, Carol and Chuck Shinn
To all my friends at First United Methodist:
I am deeply thankful and grateful for your kind thoughts and prayers on my behalf. Thank you! Prayers do work. Yeah! I truly felt I had all of you with me during my hospital stay. Patrick Murphy
Dear Pastor Susan and friends,
Thank you for donation to the Redford Brightmoor Initiative. What a wonderful holiday season we
had. At Thanksgiving, we gave out 122 meals at Brightmoor and 175 and the Redford campus.
Almost 200 families shopped at our One Stop Shop. We had 50 children “adopted” at Christmas.
One parent could not come to get her gifts because of a family emergency. When I brought the gifts
to her house, she insisted that I come inside to see all the furniture that she had gotten at our Furniture Giveaways. Over MLK weekend, we had 3 different groups come in to volunteer. Thank you for
you support so that we can continue to be the hands and feet of Christ. Blessings, Karen Plants,
Executive Director
Thank you so much for the prayers, cards, phone calls, and encouragement from so many of you
while I’ve been recovering from surgery. It’s such a blessing to have such loving friends.
Gwen Garriott
Emma Knakal would like to thank everyone who has contributed to her Brightmoor project. The
shelves along with most of the art supplies were delivered to the Free Store, where they are greatly
appreciated.
Thank you to all who have showed such love and concern for Herb and for me, especially during
these last few months. He is at home now, continuing to receive physical, occupational and speech
therapies. Progress is slow, but he is much happier at home and there is progress. Your continued
prayers are greatly appreciated! Carole Wesner

Church Directories

New Members

Cathedral Directories is publishing the new membership directory for Warren First.

New Members will be received on
Sunday, March 19, 2017.

If you have an address or phone number change,
please contact the church office by Tuesday, March
28, 2017 at 586.264.4701.

If you are interested in joining Warren
First, please contact Rev. Susan
Youmans by Wednesday, March 15,
2017 at 248.912.4660.

As you may know this directory is provided free of
charge to the church through the generous support of
advertisers. If you would be interested in advertising
in support of Warren First this year or would like more
information, please contact Heather Stewart at
248.545.1415 ex. 115 by Friday, March 24, 2017.
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Missions . . .

Appalachian
Service
Project
The
Appalachian
Service
Project is having a fundraiser at
“Wing Stop” on Dequindre
south of 12 Mile Rd. The fundraiser runs from 5:00-9:00 p.m.
on Thursday, February 23rd.
50% of all sales are donated to
us, so please consider coming
out for dinner. You must have
the flyer in today’s Tower Talks
or Sunday bulletin for us to get
the credit. Questions, contact
Doug Belles at 586.899.1954 or
dougiemsu@yahoo.com.

MCREST NEWS . . .
For those who do not know, the MCREST building for women and children has hit yet another
snag. There is an article on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall noting the problems and the
progress. This all means that we will be providing shelter for 30 women and children here in our
building just as we have done in the past during the week of November 12-19, 2017.
We continue to be blessed with volunteers, donations and willingness on everyone’s part to do
whatever. We will be ready!
The next Max and Erma Day is Wednesday, March 29, 2017 at the Partridge Creek location. A
percentage of your food sales are donated back to us, and used to benefit our MCREST guests.
Flyers will be available in the March Sunday bulletins and the next issue of Tower Talks. Your
faithful participation has been a means of providing funds for us to do great things!
Carole Wesner
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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March News . . .
Mission Team—Tuesday, March 7 @ 9:30 a.m.—Library
Circles—Tuesday, Tuesday, March 14 @ 9:30 a.m. or 10:00 a.m.
#1 Lydia—@ 9:30 a.m.—Jenette Taylor
#2 Ruth—@ 9:30 a.m.—Pat Conrad
#3 Grace—@ 10:00 a.m.—Restaurant
#4 Hope—@ 9:30 a.m.—Parlor
#5 Faith—10:00 a.m. —Fellowship Hall
#6 Deborah Circle @ 7:30 p.m.—March 21—Diane Nolan’s
The Annual Lenten Breakfast will be held at our church on
Tuesday, March 21, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

2017 Layette News
Reva Misch has graciously
agreed to take charge of the
Layette Project. It has become a little difficult for us, but
we will help with any details
she requests.
It’s time to start shopping, sewing, and looking
for sales to keep this worthwhile ministry continuing. JoAnn Snyder, Dolores Drath, Pat Murphy

Merry Widows
We are meeting for lunch at the following
restaurants at 1:00 p.m.
February 22 @ The Pantry—on Van Dyke
March 22 @ Flippas—on Mound Rd.
April 26 @ El Charo’s—on 14 Mile Rd.
May 24 @ Crumpets—on W. Big Beaver Rd.
Questions, contact Carole Franks at
586.979.4553

EASTER PLANTS 2017
To order an Easter plant(s), please complete this form and return it with the total amount of money required.
Please return this form to the secretary’s mailbox in the church office, or mail to:
Warren First UMC, 5005 Chicago Rd., Warren, MI 48092
(Please include Easter flowers in the memo area of your checks.)
Hyacinths:

Tulips:
Lilies:

Hydrangeas 3+ Blooms: Pink

Daffodils:

$7.00 Each

$11.00 Each
Blue

$18.00 Each

Orders taken through: Sunday, March 19, 2017
Person ordering flowers ___________________________ Phone/E-Mail
Amount enclosed $
Ordered IN HONOR OF_________________________________________________________
Ordered IN MEMORY OF_______________________________________________________

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org

TOWER TALKS

Page 10

Finance . . .

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF WARREN
INCOME STATEMENT FOR DECEMBER, 2016
CHURCH STAFF
STAFF SUPPORT & RELATED EXPENSES
PROPERTY EXPENSE
APPORTIONMENTS AND ASKINGS
ADMINISTRATIVE
EDUCATION
CONGREGATIONAL CARE
FINANCE
CHOIRS
WORSHIP

$6,282.00
4,096.29
4,051.41
3,224.19
787.95
(378.22)
52.75

84.23
135.00
803.99
TOTAL EXPENSES 19,139.59
INCOME 23,591.51
DIFFERENCE
4,451.92

Dear Friends,
This is the “end of year” report for 2016. The yearly results for 2016
below show income down and expenses up. The end result is a deficit
of ($21,078.58). The year started out with a surplus of $15,994.79.
Thus, 2016 begins with an operating fund balance of ($5,083.79).
The beginning months of the year are usually expensive due to utilities.
Paying the bills in 2017 will be more challenging.
ACCUMULATED VALUES THROUGH SEPTEMBER,2016
TOTAL EXPENSES $294,560.48
TOTAL INCOME
273,481.90
DIFFERENCE
(21,078.58)
Yours in Christ,
Jerry Garriott
Finance chair
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