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The Pastor’s Pen…
Pastor’s Pen (Tower Talks for December)
As I sit down to write I am amazed by a few things—first, the Chicago Cubs won the World Series, and
second, a non-career politician has won the Presidential election.
We look on in wonder. For the Cubs, there is elation and celebration. Unless you’re from Cleveland. For
Democrats and Independents, there is anxiety, anger, and fear. Unless you’re Republican. Okay, some
Republicans. I wonder what all of this feels like to those who play or campaign. What does a victory or loss
such as these feel like? Especially with the whole world watching? Winners and losers are named with a
base hit or a ballot box.
We often consider the world in terms of winners and losers, or successes and failures. As a fan of a particular sports team or a member of any political party, we cannot be described with one word or one label.
Labels get us in trouble. They make us small and limited. Names, on the other hand, have the potential to
give us meaning and purpose and potential.
As we plan to gather around tables for holiday meals with family and friends, recalling names and faces
bring a flurry of memories of celebrations past, as well as anticipation for the ones to come. Every year we
begin a journey to Bethlehem just as Mary and Joseph did, to connect by family name and be counted.
While the land was occupied by Roman rule and the census was taken to determine the amount of taxes to
be levied against the Jews, it was an occasion to connect with people on the same journey, wondering what
will become of them once they were counted.
Tired from a long journey, Joseph and his pregnant wife, Mary, depended upon the hospitality of family to
provide lodging for them. But the city was full of others coming to be counted. Trivago or Expedia travel
services don’t exist yet. The little city of Joseph’s birth was at capacity. There were no rooms to give them
shelter and rest. In the midst of what seems to be a desperate moment in time, someone offers what they
have—a little shelter, around back, with the household animals—it isn’t much, but you will be safe and
warm. This is how God works, people sharing what little they have with others.
It was there that Mary, with the help of Joseph, delivered a son. Joseph knew he was to be named ‘Jesus.’
Jesus is our anglicized form of Jesu, or Yeshua, which means “God Saves.” The angelic host proclaimed
that a Savior was born, the Anointed One of God. This child grows and learns of God’s love from family
and community. He begins a journey to call people, by name, to join him on his journey of healing and
teaching and touching those who believed they were good and those who believed they had no value.
Each year, for several weeks in November and December, you and I recall this story and the power of
names, not labels. For the Son of the Most High has come to call us back home to our spiritual family, to
take on the name of Child of God, Beloved of God, the Apple of God’s eye.
As we take time to enter this journey which reminds of who we are and whose we are, may we be mindful
of every person on a journey hoping to hear their own name called, to be found valuable, of intrinsic worth,
and ultimately worthy of God’s great love through Jesus, the Christ. Let us cheer for the Cubs and offer
prayerful support for our leaders, each having been called by name to their office. Not because one is more
special than another, but simply and honestly because God loves them. God’s love is not determined by a
label. Only the Name above all names, the King of kings and the Lord of lords offers us a family name.
May God’s love be made known through each of us this season as we see one another in awe and wonder,
compassion and mercy as we recognize God’s image in each person. May we speak of one another by our
given names and not labels. May we learn, again, to live into our status as ‘saved by grace through faith’
and that not of our own doing, but through Jesus.
God’s grace is amazing! Yours in the Journey, Pastor Susan
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Special Teacher’s Dedication
I would like to take the time to introduce you to and thank our dedicated and faithful Sunday School
Teachers who are storing up their Treasures in Heaven, “Some people brought children to Jesus so
that he would place his hands on them and pray. But the disciples scolded them. “Allow the children to
come to me”, Jesus said. “Don’t forbid them, because the kingdom of heaven belongs to people like
these children. ”Then he blessed the children and went away from there.
Matthew19:13-15 (CEB)
At this present time we have two levels of Sunday school at Warren 1st. We have a Lower Elementary
Sunday School that range from the ages of 3-7 years old. We are diving deep this semester in the Deep
Blue-One Room Sunday School and an Upper Elementary Sunday School from 3rd grade to 6th is also
diving deep in the Deep Blue –Upper Elementary Sunday School in addition to learning how to use their
Bible. We have incorporated a Music Station where the students have an opportunity to lift their voices
high and Praise the Lord. We have an open enrollment and at this time we have approximately 18
students registered. Out of our 18 students we have at least one parent who has committed themselves
to volunteer one Sunday a month, in addition to active members, as we look forward to implementing an
age-appropriate Sunday School.
I am excited to say that we have 4 youths, who actively participate as assistants to our Teachers. They
are Allison Meadows, Madison Meadows, Erin Schwartz, First Aid/CPR/AED trained and Ashley
Staple, Safe Sanctuary trained on the District Level.
Sandy Grabel who has been teaching our Sunday School for 45 year. She began teaching Sunday
School when she was 13 years old in her Church in Ohio. Sandy has now received the privilege of teaching one of her former Sunday School children’s children, “Doug Belles was one of our kids. Now we have
his children Charlie and Elizabeth. How great is that!” Sandy is Safe Sanctuary trained on the District
Level-February 2019. Sandy is also certified in First Aid/CPR/AED-March 2018. Sandy teaches our
Lower Elementary children.
Wendy Ferreras who has been teaching our Sunday School for over 20 years. She began teaching our
Sunday School in the mid 90’s before she was a member. Wendy started teaching pre-school for a few
years then went to the one room Sunday school until it became too large. Then the class was split and
Wendy began teaching the 3rd-6th graders. Wendy is Safe Sanctuary trained on the District Level—
February 2019. Wendy teaches our Upper Elementary Children.
Katina Staple began attending Warren 1st 15 years ago. She began working in the Sunday School
program on the 4th Sunday of every month. Katina also takes part in many other opportunities for spiritual
growth or fellowshipping with others. Since her journey began at Warren 1st she feel’s that her life and her
children’s life have become more enriched with the Lord. “This is because Warren 1st is not just a church
but it’s family, and I’m proud to call this church my family.” Katina’s daughter Megan also attends Sunday
School and her daughter Ashley is an Assistant. Katina is Safe Sanctuary trained on the District Level—
February 2019. Katina also has an Associate Degree in Early Childhood. Katina teaches our Lower
Elementary children.
Michelle Moore has been a member at Warren 1st since she was 13 and active with the youth group.
She would help downstairs in the nursery or other classrooms. She was asked to help downstairs to each
Sunday school and since then Michelle has been teaching Sunday school. “ And I love every minute of
it.” Michelle’s son Robert also attends Sunday School. Michelle is Safe Sanctuary trained on the District
Level-February 2019. Michelle is also certified in First Aid/CPR/AED-March 2018. Michelle teaches our
upper Elementary Children.
continued on page 4
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Special Teacher’s Dedication
continued from page 3

Arlene Colwander has been a member of Warren 1st since March 2013. She has been teaching
Sunday school for two years. She has two children Tyler and Rebecca, who also attends Sunday
School. Arlene volunteer’s in other areas at Warren 1st, she is a counter for church and treasurer. She
also volunteers in the Community at Cromie Elementary and for Cub Scouts. Arlene is certified in First
Aid/CPR/AED-August 2018. She has taken the Safe Sanctuary training at the District Level. Arlene
teaches our Lower Elementary Children.
Linda Meadows is originally from Canada. She started attending Warren 1st with her neighbor (Tina)
who was involved in Vacation Bible School. Since then her family, Greg (husband) and their three
children Melissa, Madison and Allison, have been involved in many aspects of the Church. “I feel that I
am very blessed to have met the many members of this church and everyone has made my family and
my self feel welcomed into this church.” Linda is Safe Sanctuary trained on the District Level—February
2019. Linda is also certified in First Aid/CPR/AED-January 2018. She is a nurse at Henry Ford
Lakeside Medical Center. Linda teaches our Lower Elementary Children.
Train children in the way they should go; when they grow old, they won’t depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6 (CEB)

For God’s Glory, Nadine Johnson

Mark your Calendars for this Event—Hanging of the Greens
November 26, 2016 from 10am-1 pm. It’s fun for all and a way
to burn some calories as we decorate the Church for Christmas.
We would like to run the Greens through the Fellowship Hall
down to the Sunday School Rooms and into the Sanctuary.
Christmas music will be playing as we deck the halls.
You will also have an opportunity to create Advent Centerpieces
(which you need to sign up and pre-pay for in advance to Pastor
Susan), and enjoy lunch at noon. Sign up in the Fellowship Hall.

Please join us on December 14, 2016 for Messy
Church featuring Messy Christmas on Wednesday
at 6pm. Dinner will be provided along with crafts,
music, stories and fellowship. It doesn’t matter if
you are 1 day old or 100 years old there is a place
for you here at Messy Church.
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PRAYER CONCERNS . . .
Assisted Care
Doug Anderson—Windemere Park Assisted Living, Rm. 608, 31800
Van Dyke, Warren, MI 48093
Charles Hepner—Alamo Nursing Home, 8290 W. C Ave., Kalamazoo,
MI 48009
Wilma Martin—Windememere Park, 31800 Van Dyke, Rm. 250,
Warren, MI 48093
Jean Minter—Sunrise Assisted Living, 46471 Hayes Rd., Rm. 216,
Shelby Twp., MI 48315

Usher Volunteers needed for the
February & August Team. If you
would like to help serve on Sunday
mornings, please contact the
church office at 586.264.4701.

Ushers Schedule
December

Eileen Shidler—36725 Utica Rd., Apt. 239, Clinton Twp., MI 48035
Lois Thomas—Father Murphy Nursing Ctr., 8444 Engleman, Rm. 217,
Center Line, MI 48015

Keith Anderson
Paul Sadowski
Linda Sadowski
Jeff Anderson Jr.
Nick Rowland

Ruth Totton—Autumn Woods Nursing Ctr., 29800 Hoover Rd., Room
359-B, Warren, MI 48093

Continued Prayers
Active Duty:

Sean Boesman—Germany
Carl Dorff—Ft. Hood, TX
Bian Holland, Kwait
Matthew Seilicki—CA
Erik Wilt—Japan

Bradley Cornett—WA
Vincent Farmilo—Germany
Andrew Rivard—MI
Vincent Von Lau—Army
Teresa Wilt—Reserves, TX

All those in active military service
Names removed from this list remain on the prayer team’s weekly
prayer list. Questions? Please see a member of the prayer team or
contact them below.
Lora Quick: 586.243.1715, prayergramma@gmail.com
Dorothy Collins: 586.264.7152
Dot McLean: 586.264.1649, dorothym@ameritech.net
Church: 586.264.4701, contact@warrenfirstumc.org

MCREST Church’s
Dec. 4: St. John & St. Paul Church, Washington
Dec. 11: St. Michael’s Catholic Church, Sterling Hgts.
Dec. 18: Trinity Lutheran Church, Clinton Twp.
Dec. 26: St. Margaret of Scotland, St. Clair Shores

Greeters Schedule
Dec. 4: Lee Ann Witherspoon
Dec. 11: Peggy McIvor
Dec. 18: Linda & Paul Sadowski
Dec. 25: Janine & Phil Heavin
Lay Readers Schedule
Dec. 4: Jerry Garriott
Dec. 11: Paul Sadowski
Dec. 18: Wendy Schwartz
Dec. 24: 4:30p Ashley Staple
Dec. 24: 10:00p Beth Permaloff
Dec. 25: TBA

Counters—December
Carol Shinn
Chuck Shinn
Al Bise
Sunday Office Volunteers
Dec. 4: Dorothy Collins
Dec. 11: Claudia DeBacker
Dec. 18: Claudia DeBacker
Dec. 25: Bev Ethridge
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Church Announcements / Ways to Serve . . .
Our Mission Emphasis for the month of November will once again find wagons in
the Narthex outside of the Sanctuary and by the north and east doors waiting for
donations of non-perishable food items and household products for our friends at
Mount Calvary Lutheran Family Center. Each week the children will bring them
into our worship space. We will send them with a blessing on November 21st.
Volunteers are needed to help pack up and take the food donations to Mount
Calvary Church on Tuesday, November 22nd.

Appalachian Service
Project
"After a several year break, Warren First will

once again be participating this summer in the
Appalachian Service Project. We don't have an
official date yet, but it will be in the summer of
2017. It is open to anyone who will be going into
9th grade and older.
We will leave early Sunday morning and returning late on Saturday night, working Monday
through Friday on a home that will be in much
need of repair. Knowledge on home improvement is not necessary, there is always plenty of
things to do. We need adults and youth! If you
are interested, there is a sign up sheet in the
Fellowship Hall. If any questions, contact Doug
Belles at dougiemsu@yahoo.com or 586-8991954.

Arts & Crafts for Brightmoor
Emma Knakal is working on the American Heritage
Girls Stars and Stripes award (equivalent to Eagle
Scout). She has to do a community service project
as part of earning the award.
For her project, she is starting an arts and crafts
ministry at Brightmoor UMC’s Free Store in Detroit.
She will be building two shelving units, collecting
art supplies, making art project kits, and buying
bins to store the supplies in. She is asking for
donations of art supplies (such as crayons, colored
pencils, coloring books) that she will be donating to
the Brightmoor UMC Free Store in Detroit.
There is a bin in the Narthex for the donations.

Blue Christmas
Sunday, December 11, 2016
at 5:00 p.m.
A service at Christmas for
Grieving, Praying, and Healing
You are warmly welcome to attend!

Yarn is available in the Narthex
for those who would like to knit
or crochet hats, mittens, and
scarves for the Mitten Tree.
Help yourself to the many colors and selections available. The tree will be up the month
of December to receive your gifts, which go to
various agencies for men, women and
children.

UMCOR Disaster Response
International
To make a donation to help those affected by
Hurricane Matthew you can support UMCOR by
writing Disaster Response International Advance
#982450 on your envelope.
You can also give on line at MichiganUMC.org.
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Are you looking for a special way to honor a loved one during the Christmas Season? First United Methodist Church has
just the answer!!!!
Our Tree of Love will be displayed in the Narthex beginning in late November. There are two ways you can help
beautify our tree. For a minimum donation of $25.00 you may place a “Special Angel” on the tree in honor or memory
of your loved one. Or, for a minimum donation of $5.00 you may dedicate a “Shining Light” in honor or memory of that
special person.
DETAILS AND ADDITIONAL DONATION FORMS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE
INFORMATION CENTER IN THE BREEZWAY, IN SUNDAY BULLETINS & TOWER TALKS.
All 2016 proceeds will benefit the youth’s Appalachian Service Project.
Please consider a donation to our Tree of Love so that it may glow brilliantly throughout the Christmas Season and also
benefit the ministries of Warren First.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

First United Methodist Church of Warren
The holiday season is a time when we pause to celebrate life and family, and honor our friends and loved
ones. In keeping with this spirit, First United Methodist Church of Warren is presenting a very special
opportunity to remember that special person.




Our Tree of Love will be displayed in the Narthex beginning in late November, and an official lighting ceremony will be held on Sunday, November 27, 2016 following the 10:30 AM Service With your support, our tree
will glow brilliantly throughout the holidays.
There are two ways to give:
A Shining Light: A minimum donation of $ 5.00 dedicates a light in memory or honor of your loved one.
A Special Angel: For a $ 25.00 minimum donation, an angel ornament will be placed on the tree.
Your angel will be given/sent to you at the end of the holiday season.
All dedications will be listed in the Book of Honor prominently displayed next to the Tree of Love.
All proceeds from this fundraiser will enhance the ministries of First United Methodist Church of Warren.
Your gift in honor or memory of a special person becomes a gift that continues to give .

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

[ ] Shining Light (minimum donation $ 5.00)

[ ] Special Angel (minimum donation $25.00)

My Donation in the amount of $ ________________________
Is given in [ ] HONOR

or

[ ] MEMORY of

__________________________________________________________________________

PRINT NAME – please use separate piece of paper for additional names
My Name Is _________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________ State ______ Zip _________________

Please make checks payable to: FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—WARREN

Envelope # _____________

Return to:
First United Methodist Church of Warren - Tree of Love
5005 Chicago Road, Warren, MI 48092-5000
All gifts are fully tax deductible to the extent provided by law
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Finance . . .
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF WARREN
INCOME STATEMENT FOR SEPTEMBER, 2016
CHURCH STAFF
$12,054.00
STAFF SUPPORT & RELATED EXPENSES
3,404.94
PROPERTY EXPENSE
5,458.43
APPORTIONMENTS AND ASKINGS
3,232.20
ADMINISTRATIVE
236.22
EDUCATION
593.50
OTHER
347.74
ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD
365.34
CHOIRS
0.00
WORSHIP
0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES 25,692.37
INCOME 25,922.26
DIFFERENCE
229.89
ACCUMULATED VALUES THROUGH SEPTEMBER,2016
TOTAL EXPENSES $224,027.54
TOTAL INCOME 206.868.15
DIFFERENCE (17,159.39)
Total expenses at this time last year were $204,570.59 while income was $201,179.00.
Last years difference of ($3,391.59) was substantially less than this year. This year brought substantial
repair costs that come from an aging facility. Trustees can explain those if you have questions.
The challenge will be to make up the difference to avoid going into next year with a substantial deficit.
Yours in Christ,
Jerry Garriott, Finance chair

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
continued from page 7

Date of Deposit_____________________________________
Recorded in log_____________________________________
Recorded in Book __________________________________
Angel Tag Made (if applicable)_______________________
Angel delivered (mailed)_____________________________
*************************************************
Donor: Please include following information if applicable
SEND ANGEL TO (If other than donor):
NAME_________________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________
CITY__________________________________________________
STATE_________________ ZIP___________________________
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U.M.W. NOAH PROJECT
We will be collecting men’s winter hats and gloves, and
underwear Now—December 11, 2016. The donation
box is located in the Narthex.

December: Mission Team—Tuesday, December 12, 2016 @ 9:30 a.m.—Library
Circles—Tuesday, December 13, 2016
#1 Lydia—@ 10:30 a.m.—Carole Wesner
#2 Ruth—@ 11:30 a.m.—Restaurant to be announced!
#3 Grace—@ Iris Evan’s—Time to be announced!
#4 Hope—@ 12:00 p.m.—Restaurant to be announced!
#5 Faith—10:30 a.m. —Fellowship Hall
#6 Deborah Circle—December 13, 2016 @ 6:00 p.m.
Contact Byron Pietras-Kiefer for more info.
Fellowship: Tuesday, December 20 @ 9:30 a.m.—Fellowship Hall
Installation of Officers to follow in the Sanctuary

...............................................................................

Merry Widows
Our group of the Merry Widows will be meeting for lunch at 1:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 7th—Clawson Steak House 56 Rochester Rd., Clawson
All of the dear widows of our church are invited to attend these lunches.
Our group has been meeting since 2010. If you have any questions or comments,
please contact Bev Stout 586.771.6931 or Carole Franks 586.979.4553.
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M E M O TO G R E E T E R S
A big thank you to all the Greeters in 2016. Unless we hear from you, your
name will again be on the schedule for 2017. Thank you for your faithfulness.
If you did not greet on Sunday mornings this past year and would enjoy doing so, please
complete the form below and leave it in the offering plate or turn it into the church office.
Remember, all it takes to be a Greeter is a smile, handshake or hug. It can be a rewarding
experience.
NEW GREETERS ONLY
NAME

PHONE/E-MAIL

SERVICE 10:30 A.M.

SUBSTITUTE

COMMENTS

POINSETTIAS
Our DEADLINE is November 13, 2016.
We will again be ordering our Poinsettias from Diegel’s Greenhouse.
Plant orders will be taken from October 23—November 13, 2016.
Payments for your plants will be accepted through November 30, 2016.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Drop off your order form and money to the church office, Secretaries mailbox,
or mail in your order form with payment. Do not place your plant order in the collection basket.

The cost is $11.00 per plant.
Please make checks payable to: First United Methodist Church.
The plants will be in our Sanctuary December 16— through Christmas Day, December 25, 2016.
Name of person (s) ordering plant (s)
Phone Number:
Quantity of Plant (s)

E-mail:
Color desired: Red

White

Ordered in Honor of
Ordered in Memory of
Total amount accompanying this order is $
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