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6-7:30PM these Wednesdays:
November 9—Yarn Crafts & Finger Knitting
December 14—Messy Christmas
DINNER AT 6
All ages—kids, parents, grandparents, friends, neighbors!
Everyone is Welcome!!! All events are FREE!!!
Warren First United Methodist Church
5005 Chicago Road between Ryan and Mound
CONTACT: npjohn1206@gmail.com or 586-264-4701
warrenfirstumc.org
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The Pastor’s Pen…
A Bountiful Harvest!
Crisp fall air and crisp autumn apples signal the turn toward a long winter’s nap, right? This year it feels much more
like the season of harvest as I consider all the new and fresh expressions of ministry among us and mission and outreach around us. I don’t know anyone who is sleeping!
Ministry here at Warren First feels like it must have felt when Jesus told the disciples to cast their nets “on the other
side” and then haul in more fish than the net could possibly hold. We haven’t moved. We have cast our nets, our
gifts, into different waters. No longer do the waters of “The Flood” that took so much of our resources frustrate us.
No longer do the memories of what used to be cloud our vision for the future. Now, not only are we able to put our
resources to work in the lives of our members and neighbors, our neighbors are investing in our ministries!
From investing in a leadership experience for our youth in the summer of 2015, seeds were planted in them that took
root and blossomed into new relationships with friends and neighbors. We took risks to step out in faith, following
the lead of a handful of determined youth. Connections, like a net, helped our neighbors find ways to contribute to a
summer of fun with regular car cruises and a successful picnic. From door prizes to cash donations, our new friends
are offering their gifts, along with filling our Gleaner’s food boxes to the brim. We’ve been blessed with a real live DJ
for the cruise-in Fridays and we’ve re-invented our Trunk or Treat event with classic cars and classy friends!
You’ll be hearing and reading about all the ways ministry has been refreshed at our Charge Conference on November
1st. We will be fed physically and spiritually as we share God’s story in our story. Our All Saints Sunday will also be
Celebration Sunday as we remember those no longer with us, but whose lives have been forever impressed in ours,
planting seeds of faith, hope, and purpose as we honor them. We will celebrate Holy Communion, gathering at the
Lord’s Table in response to God’s generous gift of unconditional love and forgiveness for all people. And we will celebrate our financial commitment to support our call to be a “Church for the Whole Family of God” in 2017 as we dedicate our pledges to support God’s mission through our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
Our witness grows as we gather food and household items each week on the chancel for our sister congregation, Mt.
Calvary Lutheran and their Family Center. Our witness grows as we prepare our building and our hearts to receive
the gift of welcoming participants in MCREST working out of homelessness into stable, supported communities. Our
witness grows as our amazing paid and volunteer staff find ways to include more individuals in new and exciting expressions—children’s Sunday morning, children singing in worship, youth leading worship, and new connections are
made between our congregation and our neighboring elementary schools. We are actively seeking ways to support
children and families!
I could fill this whole newsletter with gushing reports of how God loves through this incredible congregation. Giving
thanks to God for the privilege of being in ministry with you is what I’ll do instead. I’ll keep telling the story of God at
work through you and invite you to do the same.
I’d like to think of the Boo-ling Pumpkins game at Messy Church this month as a metaphor for our ministry together.
Every time someone rolled the pumpkin bowling balls down the lane to knock down the “booing” ghost pins, seeds
flew out. All over the place. They were uncontainable, out-of-control! Some seeds stuck to our feet, others to the
toilet paper roll ghosts, and some scattered. They reminded me of how the Word of God gets scattered and has the
opportunity to grow in good soil. Some seeds don’t stick, but we don’t stop scattering because we never know which
ones will take root and produce fruit—er, pumpkins. (If you haven’t experienced Messy Church, please plan on joining in the fun in November!)
Tell your story. You never know when something you say will open a door,
or overwhelm our little net with God’s bounty.
As a dear friend always says, “This is a great time to be the Church!” Amen!
Yours in the journey, Pastor Susan
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MCREST
MCREST Week - November 13-20 is closer than we can imagine. We invite you to begin thinking of where you will
volunteer your services during that week. This is a list of areas that need volunteers. Look over the list and decide where
and when you would like to help. (The sign up boards are located in the Fellowship Hall.) REMEMBER, NO ONE CAN
DO EVERYTHING, BUT EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING!!
TRANSPORTATION
WHAT: Drive guests to various destinations every morning and return each evening
WHEN: 5:00a.m. – 8:00a.m. & 5:00p.m.
WHERE: MCREST office, Macomb Mall, job, other bus lines, appointments, etc.
LAUNDRY
WHAT: Wash towels & bedding
Wash guests’ personal items
Wash blankets last day (Sunday, November 20 at a laundromat)
WHEN: Designated weekdays between 8:00a.m. and 6 p.m.
Sunday between 1:30 and 3:00 p.m. Blankets at Laundromat
Sheets are taken home to be washed on Sunday, November 20 to be returned within about a week.
BED MAKERS
WHAT: Make beds with sheets and blankets
WHEN: Sunday, November 13
2:00 p.m.
WHO: Anyone willing and able to make beds which are on the floor
SET UP/TAKE DOWN
WHAT: Unload/load truck
Set up sleeping, dining area, make beds, and put up signs
WHEN: Saturday, November 12– time to be determined
Sunday, November 13 – times to be determined
Sunday, November 20 – before 8:00 a.m.
WHO: Volunteers should be advised that there will be lots of bending and heavy lifting
with these tasks!
“BAGGAGE HANDLERS”
WHAT: Help guests bring their belongings up the steps from the lower level to their
sleeping area
WHEN: Sunday, November 13 – 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
WHO: Anyone willing and able to carry the bags up the stairs from the basement
continued on page 4
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MCREST continued...
continued from page 3

HOSPITALITY
WHAT: Responsible for maintaining order during night shifts. This includes the
“awake” evening hours as well as overnight.
WHEN: From Sunday evening through following Sunday morning
3 shifts each night
6:00p.m. - 10:30p.m.
***10:30 p.m. – 3:00 a.m.
***3:00a.m. – 8:00a.m.
***Please consider signing up for a double shift (10:30p.m. - 8:00a.m.) if you are able. It is much easier for scheduling.
Thank you!!!
WHO: Women, Men, Husband/Wife teams (at least 1 man & 2 women required for each overnight shift)
MEALS
WHAT: Make breakfast items available, prepare hot breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday,
and assist with dinner preparations
Serve and clean up
WHEN: Sunday, November 13 through Sunday, November 20
Breakfast: 6:00a.m. – 8:00 a.m.
Dinner: 5:00 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.
WHO: Anyone and Everyone
LUNCH MAKERS
WHAT: Prepare sack lunches for our guests for the following day
WHEN: Sunday, November 13 through Saturday, November 19
6:30 p.m.-7:30
WHO: Anyone willing
FOOD DONATIONS, ETC.
WHAT: We will have each needed item listed beginning on Sign-up Day, Sunday Oct. 2
WHEN: There will be due dates listed for each item we need. Perishable items will be needed throughout the week of
November 13 and non-perishables will be due the two Sundays prior to our MCREST week, October 30 and November
6th
WHO: Anyone and Everyone
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PRAYER CONCERNS . . .
Assisted Care
Doug Anderson—Windemere Park Assisted Living, Rm. 608, 31800
Van Dyke, Warren, MI 48093
Charles Hepner—Alamo Nursing Home, 8290 W. C Ave., Kalamazoo,
MI 48009
Wilma Martin—Windememere Park, 31800 Van Dyke, Rm. 250,
Warren, MI 48093
Jean Minter—Sunrise Assisted Living, 46471 Hayes Rd., Rm. 216,
Shelby Twp., MI 48315

Usher Volunteers needed for the
February & August Team. If you
would like to help serve on Sunday
mornings, please contact Keith
Anderson at 586.536-1656 or by
E-mail:cleatus81@yahoo.com.

Eileen Shidler—36725 Utica Rd., Apt. 239, Clinton Twp., MI 48035

Ushers Schedule
November
Rod Failing
Al Bise
Bob Kindig
Chuck Shinn
Jim Sparks
Debbie Groves

Lois Thomas—Father Murphy Nursing Ctr., 8444 Engleman, Rm. 217,
Center Line, MI 48015
Ruth Totton—Autumn Woods Nursing Ctr., 29800 Hoover Rd., Room
359-B, Warren, MI 48093

Continued Prayers
Active Duty:

Sean Boesman—Germany
Carl Dorff—Ft. Hood, TX
Bian Holland, Kwait
Matthew Seilicki—CA
Erik Wilt—Japan

Bradley Cornett—WA
Vincent Farmilo—Germany
Andrew Rivard—MI
Vincent Von Lau—Army
Teresa Wilt—Reserves, TX

All those in active military service
Names removed from this list remain on the prayer team’s weekly
prayer list. Questions? Please see a member of the prayer team or
contact them below.
Lora Quick: 586.243.1715, prayergramma@gmail.com
Dorothy Collins: 586.264.7152
Dot McLean: 586.264.1649, dorothym@ameritech.net
Church: 586.264.4701, contact@warrenfirstumc.org

MCREST Church’s
November 6: Woodside Romeo Church, Romeo
November 13: St. Barnabas Church, Eastpointe
November 20: First United Methodist Church, Warren
November 27: St. John the Apostle, Clinton Twp.

Greeters Schedule
Nov. 6: Lucy & Paul Latham
Nov. 13: Janine & Phil Heavin
Nov. 20: Jody & Don Adams
Nov. 27: Dot & Bob McLean
Lay Readers Schedule
Nov. 6:
Nov. 13:
Nov. 20:
Nov. 27:

Leslie Pascoe
Carole Wesner
Gary Voshol
Dewey Bowers

Counters—November
Bill Descamps
Jackie Moore
Shirley Terry

Sunday Office Volunteers
Nov. 6: Claudia DeBacker
Nov. 13: Bev Ethridge
Nov. 20: Dorothy Collins
Nov. 27: Jan Waud
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Church Announcements . . .
Thank you corner…
Thank you for all the
thoughts prayers and cards
during my recent hospital
and rehab stay. Nancy Nugent

Church Charge Conference
First United Methodist Church
of Warren
Monday, November 1, 2016
Dinner: 6:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hall
SPRC: 6:15 p.m.—Library

Appalachian Service
Project

Meeting: 7:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hall

"After a several year break, Warren First will

Everyone is invited,

once again be participating this summer in the
Appalachian Service Project. We don't have an
official date yet, but it will be in the summer of
2017. It is open to anyone who will be going into
9th grade and older.
We will leave early Sunday morning and returning late on Saturday night, working Monday
through Friday on a home that will be in much
need of repair. Knowledge on home improvement is not necessary, there is always plenty of
things to do. We need adults and youth! If you
are interested, there is a sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall. If any questions, contact Doug Belles
at dougiemsu@yahoo.com or 586-899-1954.

choirs performing and exciting
celebration of ministry!
Sign up today in the Fellowship Hall!

We are supposed to have a count by November
1st so please sign up in the Fellowship Hall if you
think you have a chance of going."

Messy Church
Join us on these

UMCOR Disaster Response
International
To make a donation to help those affected by
Hurricane Matthew you can support UMCOR by
writing Disaster Response International Advance
#982450 on your envelope.
You can also give on line at MichiganUMC.org.

Wednesday evenings
November 9
Yarn Crafts & Finger Knitting
December 14
Messy Christmas
Dinner is at 6:00 p.m.
Time: 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Location: Fellowship Hall
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More Ways to Serve . . .
Our Mission Emphasis for the month of November will once again
find wagons in the Narthex outside of the Sanctuary and by the
north and east doors waiting for donations of non-perishable food
items and household products for our friends at Mount Calvary
Lutheran Family Center. Each week the children will bring them
into our worship space. We will send them with a blessing on
November 21st.

Youth Group
Meeting on these Sunday’s in the
Youth Room from 12:00-1:30 p.m.
November 6 & 20
December 4 & 18
Youth Leaders: Paul & Linda Sadowski
586.201.3949

Arts & Crafts for Brightmoor
Emma Knakal is working on the American Heritage
Girls Stars and Stripes award (equivalent to Eagle
Scout). She has to do a community service project
as part of earning the award.
For her project, she is starting an arts and crafts
ministry at Brightmoor UMC’s Free Store in Detroit.
She will be building two shelving units, collecting art
supplies, making art project kits, and buying bins to
store the supplies in. She is asking for donations of
art supplies (such as crayons, colored pencils, coloring books) that she will be donating to the Brightmoor UMC Free Store in Detroit.
There is a bin in the Narthex for the donations. More
details to come later.

Save the date...
Saturday, October 29, 2016
4:00—6:00 p.m.
East Lot & Fellowship Hall
(Outdoor Movie is planned at dusk.)

Yarn is available in the Narthex for those who would like
to knit or crochet hats, mittens, and scarves for the
Mitten Tree. Help yourself to the many colors and selections available. The tree will be up the month of December to receive your gifts, which go to various agencies for
men, women and children.
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It’s Max and Erma Time!!!
You deserve a break (not today) but…. on Tuesday, November 2. It’s Max and Erma time
again. Just as in the past, bring the Max and Erma flyer to the Partridge Creek location—lunch or
dinner—can’t disappoint—or better yet, lunch AND dinner—and Max and Erma’s will return to our
MCREST FUND 20% of what is spent on meal(s). What could be easier—someone to cook it and
someone to clean up after.
This outing has been a wonderful resource for our MCREST Fund over the years! Let’s
keep it going. Questions? Carole Wesner or Dorothy Vernarsky
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Watch your mail for the
2017 Stewardship Pledge Drive!
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U.M.W. NOAH PROJECT
We will be collecting men’s winter hats and gloves, and
underwear starting October 16—December 11, 2016.
The donation box is located in the Narthex.

November: Mission Team—Tuesday, November 1 @ 9:30 a.m.—Library
Circles—Tuesday, November 8 @ 9:30 a.m.
#1 Lydia—Judy Hegeman’s
#2 Ruth—JoAnn Snyder’s
#3 Grace 10:00 a.m.—Margaret Kaupilla—Restaurant TBA
#4 Hope—Jody Adam’s
#5 Faith—10:00 a.m. Hilda Blazo—Fellowship Hall
U.M.W. Sunday—November 13, 2016 @ 10:30 a.m.
#6 Deborah Circle—November 15 @ MCREST
Contact Byron Pietras-Kiefer for more info.
Fellowship: Tuesday, November 15 @ 9:30 a.m.—Fellowship Hall
...............................................................................

Merry Widows
Our group of the Merry Widows will be meeting on the following Wednesdays for lunch at 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, October 26—Thai Star 28841 Ryan Rd., Warren
Wednesday, November 16—Crumpet @ Somerset Inn 2601 W. Big Beaver, Troy
Wednesday, December 7 —Clawson Steak House 56 Rochester Rd., Clawson
All of the dear widows of our church are invited to attend these lunches.
Our group has been meeting since 2010. If you have any questions or comments,
please contact Bev Stout 586.771.6931 or Carole Franks 586.979.4553.
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Save the Date...

Christmas Concert

Celebration Sunday
All Saints Sunday

December 4, 2016
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Sanctuary
Featuring Sarah Dalton

A very special celebration in the
life of our faith community at
Warren First is planned for Sunday, November
6, 2016. This is the day we celebrate “All
Saints Day” celebrating the lives of those who
have died since our last All Saints Day.
If you have a family member who died this past
year that you would like us to include in the Roll
of Saints, please contact the church office at:
586.264.4701 by Thursday, October 27, 2016.

POINSETTIAS
Our DEADLINE is November 13, 2016.
We will again be ordering our Poinsettias from Diegel’s Greenhouse.
Plant orders will be taken from October 23—November 13, 2016.
Payments for your plants will be accepted through November 30, 2016.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Drop off your order form and money to the church office, Secretaries mailbox,
or mail in your order form with payment. Do not place your plant order in the collection basket.

The cost is $11.00 per plant.
Please make checks payable to: First United Methodist Church.
The plants will be in our Sanctuary December 16— through Christmas Day, December 25, 2016.
Name of person (s) ordering plant (s)
Phone Number:
Quantity of Plant (s)

E-mail:
Color desired: Red

White

Ordered in Honor of
Ordered in Memory of
Total amount accompanying this order is $
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