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“The best laid plans of mice and men often go awry.”
Our new rotational Sunday school was suppose to start
in February. Mother Nature and her bounty of
snow made church attendance for our children hard in
February. We will start again in March. The theme will
be Jesus calls followers. Please encourage the children
to tell you about what they are learning!
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Thank You Corner
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On March 24, 2018, our church will
partner with Father Michael to host an
Easter egg Hunt at Owen Jax where 2 of
our local heroes, a police officer and a
firefighter from Warren, will read to the
children before they are each given one of
the books we collected during Advent.
Please see Karen Plants if you would like
to help with this event.

U.M.W. Layettes 7
Life Line Screening
April 7, 2018
8

warrenfirstumc.org

On March 31, 2018, our church will host an Easter
Egg Hunt (hopefully, weather permitting) on our front
yard. All of our neighbors will be invited. We will start
the morning with a pancake breakfast. Again, each child
will take home one of the books we collected in
December. We will need a lot of help to make this
event a success. Please see Karen Plants if you want
to be a part of this day which reflects our theme for
2018, “All About the Children.”
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The Pastor’s Pen . . .
Preparing for something new always seems like an exercise in futility. We never really know what “new”
brings or how to plan for the unknown. I’m home, recovering from surgery, hoping for the new reality of
having less discomfort. I’m home, planning the best strategy to pack up our belongings as we look at
moving to a new community in July. I’m home, planning worship and fellowship supporting the ministry
theme, “All About the Children.” You are, no doubt, along with me, thinking and praying about Warren
First’s new pastor and what that will bring.
Lent has begun. Our Lay Leader, Paul Sadowski, has helped lead us into this holy season of reflection on
our humanity and what new life in Jesus looks like. No matter where we are on our life-journey, a step
in a new direction can cause us anxiety or anticipation, or both if we are honest. Moving from career to
retirement? Yikes! Graduating from high school and packing for college? Gasp! Stepping out of our
comfort zone and touching lives we don’t know? Oh my! Welcoming a new pastor and sharing what
matters around here? Again!
That’s the journey with Jesus, isn’t it?
Always following him as he leads us deeper into relationship with him and with those around him.
Always starting from a new perspective of the life and challenges of others instead of our own needs.
Always aware of our own needs along the way.
Always knowing there is nothing new about our struggles that Jesus doesn’t understand.
Each of us will face the newness of 2018: new staff, new pastor, new emphasis for ministry and mission…
and all that we don’t know this year will bring!
I’d like to invite each of you to consider your journey with Jesus and all the ways your life is made new.
Our theme for Lent is “The Time is Now.” We get to experience God’s love for us in this moment, and
every moment. We get to participate in making God’s love real for others in this moment, and every
moment. Now. How exciting to reflect on God’s love made real now, today! How exciting to reflect on
God’s love making a difference in the lives of God’s precious children!
Karen Plants, our Interim Director of Family and Outreach Ministries, will preach on February 18. The
Youth will create a worship experience on February 25. God is always making all things new. March 4
we will gather at the Lord’s Table and consider this question—“What are you looking for?” You will see
how this comes together at our Easter Egg Hunt on March 31! I can hardly wait for all God will do in our
midst in 2018!
The time is now, to accept and live God’s grace. Invite your whole self to experience worship up to
and through Easter as we “Come to Life” in new and renewing ways. We come to the life that is ours
in Christ. We come to his life. And we express “Come to Life” as an invitation to others. This is the
promise Jesus offers, abundant life. May it be ours as we journey together, living out our lives in the
fullness of God’s grace.
Yours in the journey, Pastor Susan
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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Church & Community Events . . .
2018 Appalachian
Service Project
Warren First will once again be participating this
summer in the Appalachian Service Project in
Kentucky. The dates are: July 8-14, 2018.
Are you interested in helping to build a house,
build a relationship with others in the church,
make a connection with people from another
part of our country and do the good work
Christ calls us to do? We still need adults and
youth to sign up! (Open to anyone who will be
going into 9th grade and older.) There is NO
experience necessary!
Sign up today in the Fellowship Hall. Questions?
Contact
Doug
Belles
at:
dougiemsu@yahoo.com or 586-899-1954.

Special Ministries
There is a need for sewing machines (new and
used) for special ministries classes at Rev.
Patricia Gonandarilla’s Church, First Detroit,
Centro Familiar Cristo. Contact Carole
Wesner for more details at: 586.731.0870 or
carole.wesner@gmail.com.

United Methodist Women
Mission Team: Tuesday, March 6, 2018
@ 9:30 am—Library
Circle Meetings—Tuesday, March 13, 2018
Circle 1 The Other Mary @ 10am Fellowship Hall
Circle 2 Rebekah @ 10am Fellowship Hall
Circle 3 Naomi @ 9:30am Red Olive Restaurant
12 Mile/Van Dyke
Circle 4 Joy @ 10am @ Ruth Ann Anderson’s
Circle 5 Glory @ 10am @ Theo’s Restaurant
13 Mile/Hoover
Deborah Circle 6—Tuesday, March 20, 2018
@ 7:00 pm @ Byron Pietras’
Lenten Breakfast—Tuesday, March 20 @
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall

Dinner, Story,
Games
Songs & Crafts
Free!!!
All Ages [1-100]

SAVE THESE DATES . . .
Every 1st
Wednesday of the Month

Messy Church
(Fellowship Hall)
Free dinner at 6:00 p.m.
March 7, 2018
April 4, 2018
May 2, 2018
6:00-7:30 pm
Volunteers are needed!
Sign up today in the Fellowship Hall!

Have You Taken Control of
Your Health Today?
Life Line Screening will be at First United Methodist
Church of Warren on Saturday, April 7, 2018 offering
five safe, painless, non-invasive preventive health
screenings that are typically not a part of a routine
physical. Appointments are limited, so please sign up
now by calling 1-800-640-6307 and receive a $10
discount off the package or text the word circle to
797979 or visit Life Line Screening’s website at
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
Complete Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular
tests and osteoporosis screening for $149 ($139 with
the special Facebook discount). Speak with the LLSA
representative for more package options. All five
screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.
There is no time like the present to take action!
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Designated Giving
The purpose of this document is to describe the difference between “Designated Giving” accounts and
“Operating Fund”. Every donation we receive is designated for a use. The majority of donations received
are designated to be used for our “Operating Fund” - the money that is used to keep the church operating.
This includes things like staff salary, utilities, maintenance, apportionments, etc. The Finance Committee
reviews the “Treasurer’s Report” each month to see how much money has been received for this purpose
so far this year and the details of how this money has been spent so far this year. The expenses are carefully reviewed to be certain it is spent as intended. This report is made available to many church leaders
and is available to anyone in the congregation.
Donations documented in our Designated Giving report is designated by the giver for a specific purpose.
Often this is to support specific ministries of the church. This is a current list:
DG-04 Church Family & Area Needs
DG-08 UMYF
DG-10 MCREST
DG-11 Community Outreach
DG-12 Church Kitchen
DG-18 College Scholarships
DG-22 Messy Church
DG-24 Church Camp Scholarships
DG-25 Endowment
DG-28 Education
DG-32 Mission Outreach
Other Designated Giving accounts are in support of items that would be covered in our Operating Fund
but are over and above normal and expected operating expenses. Things like a rainy day account such as
DG-20 or special new projects like DG-21. This is the current list:
DG-01 Apportionments
DG-07 Trustees—Maintenance
DG-13 Parsonage Improvements
DG-20 Church Organ Maintenance
DG-21 Audio/Visual
DG-26 Landscape Maintenance
There are two accounts that don’t fall into those 2 categories and are just a bit special. DG-30 Memorial &
DG-14 Men’s Fellowship donations are transferred to other DG accounts as specified by the donor.
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS . . .
Hospitalized
Freda Bakalis
Rose Held
Bev Stout
Barbara Witherspoon

Ushers Schedule
March
Jack Johnson
Michael Wilka
Carl Misch
Robert Knakal

Assisted Care
Doug Anderson—Martha T. Berry, 43533 Elizabeth Rd., Rm. 2248
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
Cliff Jex—4170 24th Ave. Apt. 149, Ft. Gratiot, MI 48059
Mary Etta Miller—31800 Van Dyke, Rm. 247, Warren, MI 48093
Jean Minter—Sunrise Assisted Living, 46471 Hayes Rd., Rm. 216,
Shelby Twp., MI 48315
Eileen Shidler—The Gardens 35693 Moravian Dr., Clinton Twp.,
MI 48035
Continued Prayers
Active Duty:
Jack Barnes—Syria
Sean Boesman—Germany
Bradley Cornett—WA
Carl Dorff—Ft. Hood, TX
Vincent Farmilo—Germany Andrew Rivard—MI
Matthew Seilicki—CA
Vincent Von Lau—Army
Erik Wilt—Japan
Teresa Wilt—Reserves, TX
All those in active military service.

Greeters Schedule
March 4:
March 11:
March 18:
March 25:

Lay Readers Schedule
March 4: Linda Sadowski
March 11: Gary Voshol
March 18: Carole Wesner
March 25: Lora Quick
March 29: Carolyn Carlson
March 30: Robert Knakal

Counters—March

Names removed from this list remain on the prayer team’s weekly
prayer list. Questions? Please see a member of the prayer team
or contact them below.
Lora Quick: 586.243.1715, prayergramma@gmail.com
Dorothy Collins: 586.264.7152
Dot McLean: 586.264.1649, dorothym@ameritech.net
Church: 586.264.4701, contact@warrenfirstumc.org

MCREST Church’s
March 4:
March 11:
March 18:
March 25:

Macomb Christian Church, Shelby Twp.
St. Louis Catholic Church, Clinton Twp.
Triumphant Cross Lutheran Church, SCS
Open Week

Bev & Carol Ethridge
Linda & Paul Sadowski
Jody & Don Adams
Dot & Bob McLean

Barb Cole
Jody Adams
Beth Permaloff

Sunday Office Volunteers
March 4:
March 11:
March 18:
March 25:
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Church Announcements . . .
Thank You Corner…
Dear Carolyn and the whole Choir Family: From
the choir card shower that helped “Sing” Dick back
to health in October and November to all the
prayers along the line to Dick’s final days, you have
all been God’s arms enfolding us. Your continued
presence and love in my need to live on now without his physical presence assures me life goes on.
Your appreciation of who he was to those who
knew him carries the tears and turns them into
smiles. The flowers in October and beautiful white
rose, carnation, larkspur, etc., memorial celebration
bouquet still holds in my cold garden room and
brightens my dining room and kitchen, Thanks I
love you all! Sylvia Holmes
Thank you for your thoughts, prayers and cards sent
for the death of my dad, Lyman McGuire, Jr. Your
kind expressions of sympathy are gratefully appreciated. Bob & Karen Kindig
Thank you for all the cards and meals and well wishes. I’m recovering well. Dennis is taking great care
of me. Rev. Susan Youmans

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Dan & Debbie Groves
13342 Whittier Dr.
Sterling Hgts., MI 48312-6914

Daylight Savings Time
Spring forward one hour before you retire on
Saturday, March 10, 2018.

Prayer Concerns
Prayer Concerns sent by e-mail to members of
this congregation is one of our ways of letting
you know that someone is in need of a prayer.
You will receive requests for prayers, volunteer
assistance, and funeral arrangements ONLY.
If you had been receiving “Prayer Concerns” (and suddenly are not), or would like to
receive Prayer Concerns, please contact Dot
McLean at her new e-mail address:
dorothym308j@gmail.com.

Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday, March 25—10:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, March 29—7:00 p.m.
(with Holy Communion)
Good Friday, March 30—7:00 p.m.
Holy Saturday, March 31—9:00-11:00 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt & Pancake Breakfast
(Outdoors & Fellowship Hall)
Easter Sunday, April 1—8:00 a.m., Sunrise Service
Easter Breakfast, April 1—9:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
(Sign up to bring a dish to pass.)
Easter Sunday, April 1—10:30 a.m., Celebration Service

Deaths
Richard Holmes was received into the company of his
Maker and hosts of his ancestors on January 6, 2018. He
follows his parents George and Edna Holmes and in-laws
Glen and Bernice Rickert into his heavenly Father’s arms;
leaving his devoted wife of 40 years Sylvia and her daughters Alaine and Anita, granddaughter Rachele, and her
children Lydia & Lucas to mourn his passing. Especially
son Scott, wife Sue and daughters Jennifer and Roni. We
pray for his children Tracy and David; grandchildren David
and Danny and their families; siblings Karen, Linda, &
Denny; whom he had lost touch with over the years.
Dick was an attending church and choir member all his life
and a member of First United Methodist Church of
Warren for the last 33 years. From a young age he was a
wood carver in Cub Scouts and long member of Boy
Scouts, later leader in Indian Guides with his sons, then
Scout Master for troop 411 in Sharon Center OH.
He enjoyed running white water, fishing with the guys,
backpacking and canoeing, camping and traveling the
United States. He provided most of the shoveling and
planting muscle for the many garden beds on the acre of
rich soil at their home on Chicago Road. He shared with
Sylvia reading together about everything under the sun
and working puzzles together. He shared a wonderful life
together with his family and friends. Sylvia wishes to
thank all who have been praying for the best of possible
outcomes for these past 3 months.
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EASTER PLANTS 2018
To order an Easter plant(s), please complete this form and return it with the
total amount of money required.
Please return this form to the secretary’s mailbox in the church office, or mail to:
Warren First UMC, 5005 Chicago Rd., Warren, MI 48092
(Please include Easter flowers in the memo area of your checks.)
Tulips:

$7.00 each

Lilies:

$11.00 each

Daffodils:

Hydrangeas 3+ Blooms: Pink

$7.00 each
or Blue

$18.00 each

Orders taken through: Thursday, March 8, 2018.
Person ordering flowers ___________________________ Phone/E-Mail_________________________
Amount enclosed $
Ordered IN HONOR OF_________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Ordered IN MEMORY OF_______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

L A Y E T T E S
It is time again to begin shopping, sewing, knitting, crocheting, etc. for items
to be included in the layettes to be assembled by United Methodist Women. For many years the
layette project has been a means by which we are able to help new moms in our community.
New mothers who come to the hospital without proper clothing for the newborn to go home in
will be given one of these layettes.

The needs of these recipients are determined by staff at

hospitals, clinics, and social service agencies in the area.
Anyone too busy to sew or shop can put money or a check (made out to the U.M.W.) in an
envelope marked “Layettes”, and the phantom shoppers (who love shopping for sales) will go
into action.
A pack-n-play is located in the Narthex to place your purchases or completed items in. You may
want to take advantage of sales in progress now. The deadline for donations is May 6,
2018.

If you have any questions, please contact Reva Misch at 586.295.6563 or at:

pinkycross6@yahoo.com.
Each layette consists of (size 0-12 months) 1 sleeper, 1 pair booties or socks, 1 sweater set or
playsuit, 1 receiving blanket, 1 bib, 6 disposable diapers, 1 afghan or crib blanket, 1 onesie, and
1 bottle.

Thank you!
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