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The Pastor’s Pen—May/June
I’ve been thinking about all the things I want to celebrate with you as I pack up the office and
parsonage. Everywhere and anywhere I find reminders of our time together, our challenges and
our victories—a little bit of water here, a lot of water there, lots of boxes under a Charlie Brown
Christmas tree that symbolized a financial commitment to the spiritual work of Warren First
United Methodist Church, beautiful gifts, including violets I have kept alive for a year! Serving
Warren First has been, and will always be, a precious blessing.
All we experienced together, all the ways we have grown in faith, learned how to be better
friends, and encouraged one another when we hit the bumps and navigated the twists and turns
of our beautiful human lives are captured in notes and greeting cards, tucked away in prayers,
and written on my heart. I am grateful for the gift of these six years, watching babies welcomed,
children grow into young adults, families blessed, and generations honored as the work of
marking time in God’s grace happens each and every Sunday, at every baptism, in the midst of
wedding vows, and when the words “Well done, good and faithful servant” were spoken as we
celebrated the life of a beloved saint.
There were many moments when everything was hard work. And every one was worth the work
of growing in love. More often, the moments of my days among you have been scattered with joy
and hope and the warmth of generous grace, hopefulness, and fun. Lots of fun and laughter.
Sprinkled generously with grace. Did I mention that?
It is my prayer as Dennis and I tape up the last box and load the last suitcase that we will keep
the gift of these days like treasures in our hearts, happening upon them like tucked away boxes
and delighting in the memories that open up before us. It has been an honor to be in ministry with
you, and we are grateful for the gift of your welcome here and trust you will love Pastor Melissa
and she will love you. We are grateful for each and every one of you and we will continue to give
thanks to God for you in our prayers.
I am grateful for the leadership, the paid and volunteer staff, the worker bees and the invisible
saints who work tirelessly so that others may know God through worship, fellowship, service, and
witness. I am grateful for the ones who pray and the ones who dive in, literally sometimes. Your
commitment to growing in faith and sharing God’s love with others is a beautiful legacy you’ve
inherited and pass on.
Remember, dear ones, that God creates you (he’s not finished with you yet), God is with you,
God goes with you, God loves you, and God blesses you. You are a blessing of God. You are a
blessing to God and all God’s children. May the kingdom of God become a reality in your lives
and in the lives of all around you!
You are loved! Pastor Susan
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Celebrating Pastor Susan
There will be a celebration of Pastor Susan’s time with Warren First UMC in Fellowship Hall after
service on Sunday, June 10th. Please join us as we bid Pastor Susan our best on her new assignment and thank her for the years she has shared herself with our congregation. (Rumor has it
there will be cake!) There will be a basket to drop off cards and/or a love offering, if you wish.

Worship @ Warren First
Sunday, May 13
Sunday, May 20
Sunday, May 27
Sunday, June 3
Sunday, June 10
Sunday, June 17
Sunday, June 24

Supreme Blessedness & A celebration of Infant Baptism
Matthew 5:9—Blessed are the Peacemakers
Supreme Blessedness & A celebration of Music & Pentecost
Matthew 5:10-12—Blessed are those who are persecuted
Memorial Day Sunday with Paul Sadowski preaching
Scripture and Song led by Carolyn Carlson
Graduation Sunday & Farewell to Pastor Susan with Holy Communion
Brother 2 Brother returns to share their music in worship
To be Determined!

We are excited to welcome back Matt Packer and Rick Thompson who perform as
Brother 2 Brother, Music With a Message, who will lead us in worship on Sunday, June 17
at 10:30 a.m. What a great opportunity to invite your family and friends to worship! A
love offering will be taken!
The Music Department Ensembles will be on a much-deserved summer hiatus beginning the
end of May. This is an excellent time for those musicians who are unable to commit to a whole
season of rehearsals to share their gifts with the congregation. Would you be willing to sing/play
an instrument/etc. as a "special music" offering one week during the summer? Do you know of
someone who is not a member of the congregation who would be willing to do so? The sign-up
list is on the director's stand in the choir loft. Please sign up quickly so that you can reserve the
Sunday that works for you. If you have any questions, please contact Twylia Voshol, Music
Director.
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Church & Community Events . . .

3rd Annual—Old Village
Classic Cars—Cruise-In
Warren First UMC—East parking lot
1st & 3rd Fridays
June 1—October 5 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Note: Woodward Dream Cruise Weekend—August 17-19.
For more information, contact,
Paul Sadowski: 586.201.3949

Warren Village Picnic
Warren First UMC church picnic will be held
on Saturday, August 4, 2018.
Watch your bulletins for more details.

Michigan Area United
Methodist Camping
Find your perfect summer camp at:
www.wmcamping.org
www.lakelouisecommunity.org
www.bayshorecamp.org
www.campmichigamme.org
Camp booklets and registrations forms and
are available in our Welcome Center.
Scholarship requests are available in the
Church Office, 586.264.4701.
Camp fees must be paid by June 15, 2018.

Messy Church for June!
Pets & Peace!
It’s gonna be a great day on Wednesday, June 6 at 6 pm! Messy Church is celebrating Pets & Peace!
Everyone is invited to bring their pet, on a leash, in a cage, or appropriate container. If you don’t have a
live pet, or you don’t want to bring it along, you are encouraged to bring a stuffed animal, picture of your
favorite animal (yes, even dinosaurs), or wear a mask! You can even bring a pet rock (though we may be
making some at Messy Church!).
Messy Church is for everyone. All ages and stages of faith, even no faith. It is a place to hear God’s
love from scripture and song, experience God’s love around tables of food or crafts, and wrestle with
questions of faith and being human. No one is perfect and everyone is welcome.
Messy Church is church. All the pieces of worship on a Sunday morning can be found in our activities
from sharing a meal and listening to each other, prayers of blessing and prayers for others, songs that lift
our hearts and make our bodies dance and move, messages about real people learning from Jesus, and
creating something together that helps us remember God’s love for us making us co-creators with him.
You are invited to Messy Church! Bring your favorite animal. And a friend!
1st Wednesday of the month. Dinner at 6 pm. Celebration with Song and Story at 6:30 pm. Crafts and
Games from 7-7:25 pm. Closing Prayer Circle at 7:25 pm. Homeward bound by 7:30 pm!
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PRAYER CONCERNS . . .
Recently Hospitalized
Carole Pryzby
Ann VanTroostenberghe
Assisted Care

Ushers Schedule

Doug Anderson—Martha T. Berry, 43533 Elizabeth Rd., Rm. 2248
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

June
Keith Anderson
Paul Sadowski
Linda Sadowski
Nick Rowland

Cliff Jex—4170 24th Ave. Apt. 149, Ft. Gratiot, MI 48059
Mary Etta Miller—31800 Van Dyke, Rm. 247, Warren, MI 48093
Jean Minter—Sunrise Assisted Living, 46471 Hayes Rd., Rm. 216,
Shelby Twp., MI 48315

Continued Prayers
Active Duty:
Jack Barnes—United States
Sean Boesman—Germany
Bradley Cornett—WA
Andrew Rivard—MI
Vincent Farmilo—Germany
Matthew Seilicki—CA
Vincent Von Lau—Army
All those in active military service.
Names removed from this list remain on the prayer team’s weekly
prayer list. Questions? Please see a member of the prayer team
or contact them below.

Greeters Schedule
June 3: Dorothy Collins
June 10: Beverly & Carol Ethridge
June 17: Joann Farmilo
June 24: Carole Wesner

Lay Readers Schedule
June 3: Dorothy Collins
June 10: Doug Belles
June 17: Twylia Voshol
June 24: Dewey Bowers

Counters—June

Lora Quick: 586.243.1715, prayergramma@gmail.com
Dorothy Collins: 586.264.7152
Dot McLean: 586.264.1649, dorothym308j@gmail.com
Church: 586.264.4701, contact@warrenfirstumc.org

MCREST Church’s
June 3: St. Ronald Church, Clinton Twp.
June 10: First Presbyterian Church, Mt. Clemens
June 17: Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Warren
June 24: Open Week

Lora Quick
Bill Potts
Richard Knakal

Sunday Office Volunteers
June 3: Dorothy Collins
June 10: Liz Baron
June 17: Claudia DeBacker
June 24: Jan Waud
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Church Announcements . . .
Thank You Corner…
Thank you everyone for your love, cards, flowers,
prayers, phone calls, rides and visits during my
recent hospitalization and rehab. Each day I see
improvement and I hope to be back in the “swing of
things” soon. You truly are a special Church family.
Bev Hartman
First United Methodist Church Family:
Mom was so blessed to have such a wonderful group
of friends. She cherished all of you and felt your
love, prayers and support during her health challenges and surgeries. Many thanks for the following:
The many prayers, sitting at her bedside and sharing
memories from the past; bringing her up to speed on
the happenings; bringing her flowers, plants or sweet
stuffed animals; the big hugs; words of encouragement; visiting her at American House.
Extra special thanks to Rev. Susan Youmans for the
beautiful funeral service that was so perfect for our
Mom. With love, Sue Buechner & Dave Stout
Many thanks to our church family for your thoughts,
cards and prayers on the loss of my mother, Rachel
McGuire. Special thanks to the United Methodist
Women for their donation to Warren First designated for missions and Rebekah Circle for the beautiful
flowers on the altar Sunday morning.
Bob & Karen Kindig
Pastor Susan:
Many thanks for all you and my neighbors and
friends have done for us. God Bless you!
Ruby Bowden

Scholarships
Attention 2018 High School Graduates: Church
Scholarship are available for those continuing on
with their college education for the 2018-2019 year.
Stop by the church office and pick up an application.
All applications must be turned into the office by
noon, Thursday, June 28, 2018 to be considered!
The Scholarship Committee

Change of Address
Lee Ann Witherspoon
28242 Floral Ave.
Roseville, MI 48066

Deaths
Douglas William Bowden, age 91 passed away on
April 11, 2018. He was the beloved husband for 63 years
of Ruby Bowden; loving father of Gary Bowden,
Kristina (Jerry) Shereda, and Patricia Stanford; devoted
grandfather of 6 and great-grandfather of 5.
Doug was a life member of the Masonic Order. A lifetime
member of Ferndale Elks post 1588. He was also a
member of the Warren Crime Commission. His favorite
things in life were to volunteer and spend time with his
family. Doug retired from National Time and Signal after
43 years. Services are private, at his request and his
family’s.
Many thanks to Pastor Susan Youmans of Warren First
United Methodist Church.

Graduation Sunday
Graduates, we would like to honor you on Graduation
Sunday, June 10. Contact the church office 586.264.4701
by Tuesday, June 5 with the name of your school or college
and any honors/awards/degrees/achievements that you
have received! Thank you, Karen Jones

New Beginnings...
You are invited and encouraged to show your support for
our new pastor and her husband by sending her a card or
note. Be sure to let her know that you are praying for
her.
Melissa’s start date is July 1, 2018, and will be installed as
our new pastor formally on Sunday, July 15, 2018.
Before June 13:
Mr. Edward & Rev. Melissa Claxton
223 S. Union, Parma, MI 49269
or by E-mail: Claxton517@gmail.com
After June 15:
Mr. Edward & Rev. Melissa Claxton
32006 Wellston, Warren, MI 48093
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LADIES NIGHT OUT

Just us ladies, just hangin’ out!

June 8 @ 6pm
Location TBD
Check the weekly church bulletin or contact LeeAnn

All ladies are welcome! Bring a friend!!
Questions and RSVP - Contact LeeAnn Witherspoon

586-215-8158

lwitherspoon947@gmail.com

United Methodist Women
During the months of June, July and August, the U.M.W. will have their summer break for:
Mission Team, Circle Meetings, and Fellowship Meetings.
Sandwich making days—Church Kitchen—(during the summer break)
Tuesday, June 19, 2018—9:00 a.m.; Tuesday, July 17, 2018—9:00 a.m.; Tuesday, August 21, 2018—9:00 a.m.
The U.M.W. are planning a trip to Sanders & Morley Candy Makers Inc. (23770 Hall Rd., Clinton Twp., MI) Tuesday,
June 26, 2018. Following the tour we will be going to The Pantry for lunch. All women of the church are invited!
Meet at the church between 11:15-11:30 a.m. The tour will start at 12:00 noon. Sign up on the sheet provided in the
Fellowship Hall. Please RSVP by June 19.
The Deborah Circle picnic is Tuesday, June 26 at 5:00 p.m. at the home of Jan and Merle Loch.
Noah Project: Collecting from Now through July 15, 2018.
The following items are needed: Tooth brushes and tooth paste, gloves and hats, bars of soap, lotion, shampoo and
conditioner. Items can be placed in the boxes located in the Narthex at church.
The U.M.W. would like to thank everyone who donated cards for persons who are “Home Bound” and in “Nursing
Homes”. It is greatly appreciated!
Missing books checked out months ago.—Please check your bookcases!
1. Laugh Your Way to Grace;
2. Official Sunday School Teachers Handbook—by Joanne Owens
3. Pack Up Your Gloomees in a Great Big Box, then Sit on the Bed and Laugh, by Barbara Johnson
4. Birds of a Feather, by Carolyn Greene; 5. A Mysterious History, by Charlotte Carter; 6. The Testament in Modern English
Joann Farmilo, Secretary Program Resources
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