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Church Charge Conference
Sunday, October 7, 2018
3:45 p.m.
(Refreshments/Desserts at 3:00 p.m.)

Special Points of
Interest:
Calling All Ladies

Our Annual Church Charge Conference is fast approaching and as leaders and
committee chairpersons, we ask that you submit a report as to what your team has
been doing but more importantly, what will you be focusing on in the year to come.

CATCH—Camping
Greeters, Ushers, Lay
Reader Schedule
Thank You Corner

All reports are due into the church office by Tuesday, September 25th in a word
document submitted to Karen Jones. If you are not sure if you are to submit a report,
ask for Karen at: 586.264.4701.

World Communion
Sunday

Urgent Need!!!
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The Michigan Conference is calling on us to help fill an urgent need. As Hurricane
Florence prepares to hit landfall, we as a church are preparing to respond. One way
we respond is through hygiene kits and cleaning buckets. We will be a drop off
location for the items needed to make these kits. Items we are collecting are:
-5-gallon buckets with lids
-32 or 64 oz. liquid laundry detergent
-16 to 40 oz. liquid cleaner
-16 to 34 oz. liquid dish soap
-4 to 8 oz. pump air freshener
-Scrub brushes
-Cleaning wipes
-Scouring pads
-36-50 ct. pkg. of clothespins
-50-100 ft. clothesline
-24 ct. roll heavy-duty trash bags
-N95 respirator dust masks
-Kitchen gloves
-Hand towels
-Wash clothes
-Hair comb with at least 6 in of teeth
-Fingernail Clippers
-Adult Toothbrush
-Bath-size soap
-Adhesive Bandages (3/4 by 3 in)
-Gallon re-sealable bags
*Check out our website for a complete list at warrenfirstumc.org
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The Pastor’s Pen:

Changing of Seasons
Labor Day weekend has passed. The kids are back to school. The days are getting shorter and the
nights are getting colder. This past week we have seen the beginning of a new season as the trees are
beginning to turn to colors of reds and oranges and yellows. (Yes, this is already happening.) It will not be
long before the leaves begin to fall and the rakes will need to come out.
I love fall. Growing up, we always had a very big garden and fall meant that we would be canning
tomatoes and pickles. Grandma Turner would be coming over and helping make those 52 apple pies that
went into our freezer every year. Then there was that garden stew mom always made with a left-over
ham hock and the things we picked out of the garden.
For me, fall is a reminder that there is always something new and something different right around
the corner. It is a reminder that the world is ever evolving and ever changing. When one season comes
to an end, another one is waiting to begin. Each season has its own majestic splendor. Spring brings new
life, summer warm days, fall vibrant colors, and winter a crystal covered landscape. With all the change
we see in nature every day, I often wonder why it is that we fight change so hard.
I once read that it was not the change we fight but the unknown and the uncertainty that comes
with the change. There is security in knowing that certain things will always remain the same and when
those things begin to change, fear sets in. Yet life is about change. We see it all around us every day.
I wonder what would happen if, instead of fearing change, we trusted that with each season of
our life (however short or long that season may be) God was there. Jeremiah states, "For I know the plans
I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
God has plans for each and every one of us, plans that give us hope.
When we find ourselves in the midst of great change, we need to remember that change always
holds within it a hope for something new. With the loss of an old job comes the creation of new opportunities. With the loss of a house comes the realization that home cannot be contained in a building, but is
something that we create. In the midst of life's struggles, we are met with the realization that we are not
alone, but that God walks with us always. We simply need to trust that God will give us a new future and
a new hope. Change is not the end; it is a new beginning.
Seasons come and seasons go. This is not only true for the changing seasons of our calendar. It is
true for the seasons of our lives. The old will eventually fall away and be replaced with something new.
With fall, we know that winter is just around the corner. Winter is often a time of waiting. That time of
waiting can be a time of searching and growing. Then, often when things look their bleakest, the first
signs of spring emerge. That, my friends, is hope.

-- Blessings, Pastor Melissa

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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Church Announcements
Adult Sunday School

Monday Night Bible Study

A new weekly Adult Sunday School class starts
on Sunday, September 16 at 9:00 a.m. in the
Library, led by the pastor.
Everyone is welcome to attend!

6:30-8:30 p.m.—Library

New Members Class
A New Members class is forming.
If you are interested, please be in contact with
Pastor Melissa Claxton, 586.264.4701.

Scripture and the Wesleyan Way
Sept. 17: What is the Bible Message?
Sept. 24: How Can I Be Saved?
Oct. 1: Am I a Real Christian?
Oct. 8: Do I Have to Obey the Law?
Oct. 15: Am I a Sinner?
Oct. 22: How Can I Connect with God?
Oct. 29: Why is the Christian Life not Easier?
Nov. 5: What About My Money?

Sanctuary Choir * Praise Band * Instrumental Ensemble
We are looking for additional members for the Sanctuary Choir and Praise Band. If you are in high school or older
and love to sing songs of many different types (classical to contemporary) please check out the Sanctuary Choir. If
you love singing contemporary Christian music, or enjoy playing your musical instrument along with this type of
group (we’re especially looking for additional drummers and guitar players) come see what the Praise Band is all
about. Questions, ask Twylia (music director).
Instrumental Ensemble will be resuming October 14. This is a pick-up group of instrumentalists (band/orchestra)
of varying degrees of proficiency that practice on the morning of the service at 9:30 a.m., practice the piece, and
then play it at that morning’s service. Please consider joining us. If you would like the music ahead of time, please
contact Twylia (music director). But if you’re good at sight-reading, feel free to just drop in.

MCREST WEEK****NOVEMBER 11-18, 2018****
Romans 12:13 * Matthew 25:31-46
How quickly the days fly by. As August winds down and September and October quickly follow, we will soon find
ourselves again in November, and I am sure you know what that means….MCREST!! One can hardly believe that it
is time to think about MCREST and the wonderful mission we at Warren First accomplish by welcoming the homeless into our church for a week. Since 2000 (this is our 19th year! WOW) we have been a part of MCREST, the
Macomb County Rotating Emergency Shelter Team, providing breakfast, sack lunch, dinner and a hospitable, safe
and warm overnight shelter for 30 women and children, who without our care would be out in the cold.
The MCREST office interviews and screens those who come into the program and the guests are searched for
prohibited items and screened for alcohol each night in order to maintain a safe environment for all guests and
volunteers. The MCREST office and its staff provide areas of guidance and some areas of assistance for the guests,
but from 6:00 pm until 8:00 am each day, we, the church, care for them. Volunteers from our congregation are
asked to assist with transportation, laundry, set up/take down, hospitality (providing a presence for both supervision and social interaction), cooking/serving meals, food donation and other areas.
Detailed descriptions of responsibilities of these and other areas are listed here in Tower Talks and will also be
posted in the Program Center. SIGN-UP WILL BEGIN SUNDAY, October 7, 2018.
MCREST WEEK****NOVEMBER 11-18**** is an undertaking for the whole church and YOU are important to the
success of our mission.
Please remember that: NO ONE CAN DO EVERY THING, BUT EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING!!!
As always, if there are suggestions, questions or concerns, please contact:
Carole Wesner, Coordinator, MCREST 2018
Dorothy Vernarsky, Co-coordinator, MCREST 2018
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS . . .
Recently Hospitalized
Neil Ovenshire
Ann VanTroostenberghe

Assisted Care
Doug Anderson—Martha T. Berry, 43533 Elizabeth Rd., Rm. 2248
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

Ushers Schedule

Cliff Jex—4170 24th Ave. Apt. 149, Ft. Gratiot, MI 48059

Hayden Cutright
Richard Carver
Phil Heavin
Jerry Garriott

Mary Etta Miller—31800 Van Dyke, Rm. 247, Warren, MI 48093
Jean Minter—Sunrise Assisted Living, 46471 Hayes Rd., Rm. 216,
Shelby Twp., MI 48315
Clara Schaldenbrand—Hillside, 5949 Snover, Decker, MI 48426

Continued Prayers
Active Duty
Jack Barnes—United States
Sean Boesman—Germany
Bradley Cornett—WA
Andrew Rivard—MI
Vincent Farmilo—Germany
Matthew Seilicki—CA
Vincent Von Lau—Army
All those in active military service.
Names removed from this list remain on the prayer team’s
weekly prayer list. Questions? Please see a member of the
prayer team or contact them below.

Greeters Schedule
October
October
October
October

7: Sharon Nichols
14: Jan Waud
21: Elaine Newman
28: Hilda Blazo

Lay Readers Schedule
October
October
October
October

7: Carole Pryzby
14: Sylvia Holmes
21: Dorothy Collins
28: John Cole

Counters—October
Lora Quick: 586.243.1715, prayergramma@gmail.com
Dorothy Collins: 586.264.7152
Dot McLean: 586.264.1649, dorothym308j@gmail.com
Church: 586.264.4701, contact@warrenfirstumc.org

MCREST Church’s
October
October
October
October

7: Warren Woods Baptist Church, Warren
14: St. Malachy Church, Sterling Heights
21: Trinity Lutheran Church, Richmond
28: Woodside Church, Romeo

Dot McLean
Phil Heavin
Jackie Moore

Sunday Office Volunteers
October
October
October
October

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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Church and Community Events...
World Communion Sunday

Supper, Biblical Story, Music
and Craft for all ages!

Sunday, October 7, 2018
This will include a special offering for scholarships
for U.S. racial and ethnic minority students and
international students in both undergraduate and
graduate levels of education. (We need to stress
that these are opportunities for us to give
through the conference.) Also, need extra readers
and we need to get together before the service to
go through what needs to be done for Litany of
Five Loaves.
Pastor Melissa Claxton

1st Wednesday of the Month
6:00-7:30 pm
SAVE THESE DATES
October 3; November 7; December 5
We are looking for volunteers to help with Messy Church
each month: crafts, food prep, hospitality, food and/or
funds for supper. Sign up sheets are in the Fellowship
Hall. Prayerfully consider this opportunity.

Thank You Corner…

CATCH
(Camping At The CHurch)
Bring your tent, camper, or tarp and join us for
Camping At The Church. You can start setting up
after 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 29. Bring
a dish to pass for our pot luck dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Then we gather around the campfire for Vespers.
Sunday morning we will have a quick breakfast
before church. You can pack up your gear before
or after church Sunday. Even if you don’t want to
spend the night, you are welcome to join us for
dinner and the fireside service. Bring a friend—
All are welcome! Sign up in the Fellowship Hall.

The United Methodist Women want to thank everyone for all of your donations to the Noah Project
and the Back Packs project. When I have asked, you
have opened your hearts and given over and over
again, and above and beyond anytime there is a
need. Thank you, Thank you!
Jan Waud
Thank you for the many cards, phone calls, prayers,
and flowers following my recent surgery.
Reva Misch
Thank you to the following who shared their musical
gifts with the congregation during the summer
months: Carolyn Carlson, Matt Packer, Richard
Thompson, Ashley Staple, Rebekah Vernarsky,
Emma Knakal, Robert Knakal, Dorene Jackson, Mary
Sylvester, and Tricia Hashimoto. We were blessed
by our offerings. Twylia Voshol

Trunk or Treat
Warren First United Methodist Church!
Saturday, October 27, 2018—2:00-5:00 P.M
Family Fun
Old Village Halloween Classic Cars Cruise-In
Join us for a Spooktacular fun-filled adventure of
Treat or Treating in the East parking lot.
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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United Methodist Women
Mission Team: Tuesday, October 2—10:00 a.m.—Library
Circle Meetings—Tuesday, October 9—10:00 a.m.
1 The Other Mary—Fellowship Hall
2 Rebekah—Fellowship Hall
3 Naomi—Peggy McIvor
4 Joy—Louise Frazier
5 Glory—Theo’s Restaurant @ 13 Mile & Hoover
6 Deborah—at Calendar Tea: Tuesday, October 16, 2018—7:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hall

Calendar Tea: Tuesday, October 16, 2018—7:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hall
Entertainment: Sarah Dalton—Tickets $10 each
Purchase tickets from any U.M.W. lady on Sunday, October 7, and 14 after service in the Fellowship Hall.

CALLING ALL LADIES!!
NEW NIGHT! NEW FUN!!!
BY POPULAR REQUEST WE HAVE RE-SCHEDULED
OUR LADIES NIGHTS AND WILL NOW MEET ON

THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH @ 6:00 P.M.
FUN, FELLOWSHIP, & YUMMY FOOD!
ALL LADIES ARE INVITED!!!
October 5th:
Ram’s Horn Restaurant - 28501 Hoover Rd. (S. of 12 Mile)
nd
November 2 : Leo’s Coney Island - 15198 13 Mile Rd. (at Hayes)
December 7th: Olive Garden Restaurant - 30600 Van Dyke (S. of 13 Mile)
RSVP: LeeAnn Witherspoon 586-215-8158
You do not have to be a member of Warren First UMC to join us! Bring a friend and come along!

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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MCREST Week - November 11-18 is closer than we can imagine. We invite you to begin thinking of where you will
volunteer your services during that week. Sign-up will begin Sunday, October 7. At that time, committee people
will be available and willing to answer any questions you may have. This is a list of the areas that need volunteers.
Look over the list and decide where and when you would like to help and be ready to sign up on October 2nd.
REMEMBER, NO ONE CAN DO EVERYTHING, BUT EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING!!
TRANSPORTATION
WHAT: Drive guests to various destinations every morning and return each evening
WHEN: 5:00a.m. – 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
WHERE: MCREST office, Macomb Mall, job, other bus lines, appointments, etc.
LAUNDRY
WHAT: Wash towels & bedding
Wash guests’ personal items
Wash blankets last day (Sunday, November 18 at a laundromat)
WHEN: Designated weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Sunday between 1:30 and 3:00 p.m. Blankets at Laundromat
BED MAKERS
WHAT: Make beds with sheets and blankets
WHEN: Sunday, November 11
2:00 p.m.
WHO: Anyone willing and able to make beds which are on the floor
SET UP/TAKE DOWN
WHAT: Unload/load truck
- Set up sleeping, dining area, make beds, and put up signs
WHEN: - Saturday, November 10 – time to be determined
- Sunday, November 11 – times to be determined
- Sunday, November 18 – before 8:00 a.m.
WHO: Volunteers should be advised that there will be lots of bending and heavy lifting
with these tasks!
“BAGGAGE HANDLERS”
WHAT: Help guests bring their belongings up the steps from the lower level to their
sleeping area
WHEN: Sunday, November 11 – 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors warrenfirstumc.org
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HOSPITALITY
WHAT: - Responsible for maintaining order during night shifts. This includes the
“awake” evening hours as well as overnight.
WHEN: - From Sunday evening through following Sunday morning
3 shifts each night – 6:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
***10:30 p.m. – 3:00 a.m.
***3:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.
*Please consider signing up for a double shift (10:30 p.m.—8:00 a.m.) if you are able. It is much easier for
scheduling.
WHO: Women, Men, Husband/Wife teams (at least 1 man & 2 women required for each overnight shift.)
MEALS
WHAT: Make breakfast items available, prepare hot breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday,
and assist with dinner preparations
Serve and clean up
WHEN: Sunday, November 11 through Sunday, November 18
Breakfast: 6:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.
Dinner:
5:00 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.
WHO: Anyone and Everyone
LUNCH MAKERS
WHAT: Prepare sack lunches for our guests for the following day
WHEN: Sunday, November 11 through Saturday, November 17
6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
WHO: Anyone willing
FOOD DONATIONS, ETC.
WHAT: We will have each needed item listed beginning on Sign-up Day, Sunday Oct. 7.
WHEN: There will be due dates listed for each item we need. Perishable items will be needed throughout the week
of 11/11 and non-perishables will be due the two Sundays preceding MCREST, October 28 and November 4.
WHO: Anyone and Everyone
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