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Connect people to God's love ~ Grow
disciples of
Jesus Christ ~ Serve God by serving others.

Visit us at: warrenfirstumc.org

Pastor's Pen
Dear friends,
Thank you for all your donations for our Trunk or Treat event. We had a
wonderful time while providing our neighbors with a safe event for this
Halloween. We called it Trunk or Treat Covid style. Our trunk or treaters stayed
in their cars and we were able to provide them with treats. While we were
setting up a neighbor came over to see what we were doing. She was so
thankful that we were having an event for the kids because this pandemic has
been so hard on them. Even though they couldn't get out of the car, they did
have a good time trick or treating. Again, thank your for all who helped make
this happen.
As we move into November, Thanksgiving is right around the corner. We are
collecting food items and monitary donations for Thanksgiving Baskets. These
baskets will be going to the Homeless Coalition and given to people who have
recently moved into homes of their own. There are specific things we are
looking for as well as any food donations. The list is further down.
And finally, the Conference books are just about ready. It will be provided to you
in digital form and with come from Sendinblue just as this newsletter does. If
you would like a physical copy, please contact the office for that.
I will tell you that there was so much to celebrate this year. We have continued
to do amazing ministry in this place. I thank each and every one of you for your
continued support of our Leadership Team as they make the hard decisions
necessary through all of this. Please take a moment to let them know that you

appreciate their hard work. They include: Doug and Katie Belles, Twylia and
Gary Voshal, Mike Moore, Paul Sadowski, Bev Hartman, Beth Permaloff, Phil
Heavin, Ricard Knakal, and Jim Pekarek.
Blessings,
Rev. Melissa J. Claxton

Keeping You Informed
The 2nd wave is officially here. Due to the
rising numbers, your Leadership Team has
opted to cancel in-person activities until
things level off.

In This Week's Congregational
Connections!
Worship ~
This week's service at a glance
Overview of the current series

~ Opportunities to Connect ~
Small Groups in the Making

~ Opportunites to Grow ~
Do you need a devotional?
Monday Evening Study
Wednesday Noon Study
Funday School for Kids - Day and Time Change
Zoom Information
~ Opportunity to Serve ~
November Food Collection
S.T.I.T.C.H. Meeting Dates
S.T.I.T.C.H. Donations
Video equipment training

~ Oher Important Announcements ~
175th on-line Service - request for photos
Parking Lot PE
Emily Schwartz fundraiser

{Any items we are collecting such as food, masks and other
donations, can be dropped off at the churches north entrance. The
outside doors remain open at this time.}
Check out the "Thank You" section
Make sure to look at the new picture at the bottom of the page!

Worship This Week

Praise Hymn:

Are We Yet Alive

Scripture: Joshua 7:1-7
Message: Remembering
~Rev. Melissa Claxton
Closing Hymn: How Firm a Foundation
Lay Reader: Madison Meadows
Music: Julie Lily, Twylia and Gary Voshol

November Worship ~ Celebrating
During the month of November, we will be
celebrating175 years of ministry in Warren, Mi.
November 1-Remembering
November 8-Forgetting
November 15-Anticipating
November 22-Bishop Bard preaching
virtually.

Opportunities to Connect

Small Groups Have Moved On-Line!
Please contact the church office and let them know you are
looking to connect with a small group.
Small Groups that we currently have in place:
Connect Groups:
United Methodist Women's Circles
United Methodist Men
Grow Groups:
Monday Evening Study - Traveling Light by Max Ludaco
Monday Evening: Engage - Conversations Around Faith
Wednesday Noon Study - If Grace is True by Philip Gulley
Serve Groups:
Although there isn't a specific group, there are plenty of opportunities
to connect with others through service. Please check below under
Opportunities to Serve.

Worship Groups:
One worship group has formed and there is room for others. If you
are interested in gathering for virtual worship with a small group of
people, please let us know.

Opportunities to Grow

Monday Study -Traveling Light
We will be meeting at the Reanult home at
29620
Van Laan Dr, Warren 48092 Monday
evenings at
7 p.m. to study "Traveling Light" by Max
Lucado starting October 5. Call Mary Ellen if
you are new to the group and planning to
attend in person at (517)974-0588. You
can also join in via Zoom.
Cost per book: $8.00
Zoom Code: 843 0630 7903

Wednesday Noon Study ~ If Grace
is True by Philip Gulley
We will be starting a new Wednesday Study on
October 7 and everyone is welcome to join. The
book we will be studying is "If Grace is True" by
Philip Gulley. Please let us know if you are
interested in this study...space is limited.
Noon to 1:30
Now On Zoom
Cost of books: $13.00

Engage
Engage is a relatively new group that has been
meeting together to Engage in meaningful
conversation with one another about faith,
doctrine, and what the Bible really says about
these things. Anyone who would like to worship
with others through engaging conversation is
welcome to join us. Current topic is: Is Worship
Necessary?

We meet on Monday nights at 7 p.m. on
Zoom.

Children's Funday School
We are still on Zoom, but we will no longer be
meeting on Wednesday evenings. Through
conversation with our parents, we have moved
Funday School to Sunday afternoons. If you have a
child who would like to be part of Funday school,
please let the office know so we can get them the
supplies needed for the craft.

Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on Facebook/Zoom

Opportunities to Serve

November is traditionally the month our church collects food for those less
fortunate. This year we are collecting items to make Thanksgiving food boxes
for Community Housing Network, a non-profit organization providing housing
and housing resources for people who are homeless or facing homelessness,
people with disabilities, people with low income and other vunerable residents
of Southeastern Michigan.
We are collecting items for Thanksgiving dinner - stuffing and instant potato
mixes, gravy, canned fruit and vegetables, jello, cake mixes or other desert
items.......anything to make a special meal. And for those who don't want to
shop and would still like to participate, we are also collecting funds to purchase
grocery gift cards for the recipients to get turkeys or another meat they would
prefer.
A Collecton Tub will be located inside the church by the office If you would
prefer to leave the items just inside the double doors, please mark your bag
"Thankgiving Dinner".

Refuge for Nations
Refuge for Nations is a program that helps
immigrant woman learn sewing skills as well as
English, allowing them to better assimilate into our
culture. At this time, they would be meeting in
small groups to begin this work.
What we need:
We need volunteers willing to learn how to teach
English as a Second Language as well as basic
sewing classes. If you or someone you know are

interested, please call the church office.

OTHER IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS!

We are looking for photos of past church groups
and activities to include in the on-line 175th
Anniversary Celebration Service. There is 175
years of history out there and some of it has been
captured on film.
If you have any photos you'd like to share, please
contact Twylia Voshol or the church office.
We also ask that you label your photos so that we
can get them back to you once we have scanned
them.

Fundraiser for Emily Schwartz Skating
Many of you have asked if there are ways to support Emily in her skating. Right
now, they are having a fundraiser for her event. There are currently two different
fundraisers to choose from. Please contact the Swartz family for more details.
Dearborn Hams, Sausage and bacon products in time for
Thanksgiving.
Orders due, Saturday, November 14, 2020
Delivery on or after Monday, November 23, 2020 at the DISC
Another Dearborn Brand order will be placed in December, prior to
Christmas.
Schwartz Nursery Holiday Fundraiser
Poinsettias, Door Wreaths and Schwartz Nursery Gift Cards are available to
purchase.
Orders also due, Saturday, November 14, 2020
Pick up on Monday, November 30, 2020 at the DISC

Parking Lot PE
When virtual school is out, kids need movement
and parents need a break! First Presbetyrian
Church of Warren invites you and your children to
their parking lot for some structured and
unstructured play time in a safe, outdoor
environment! They’ll have (socially distant) games
to play, free packaged snacks for kids, and free wifi
for parents! Parents/Responsible adult will need to
be present for the entire time, but there will be
program/games provided. Parents: bring your own
chair and mask (they’ll have some available). Park
in the back lot and play in the front. Feel free to
bring bikes/scooters as well!
First Presbetryian Church of Warren is located at:
3000 E. Twelve Mile Road

Warren, MI 48092

THANK YOU CORNER

The church office has received several beautiful thanks you cards recently:
Thanking you for all the thoughts, prayers and cards that I've received! Also the
special delivery of cooks and chocolate kisses! Your kindness is very much
appreciated.
With Love and Peace,
Freda Bakalis
Thank you for the lovely card and bag of sweets that Reva delivered last week. Right
after she left I made a cup of tea and had a cookie. So good.
Thanks to all those who have send me cards during this different time. So great to
know I am in your prayers.
At 95 years of age now I have slowed down some, but I have time to pray for all of you
at UMW and FUMC.
Gods Bleassing you all,
Waydine Hartung
To FUMC,
Thank you for the cookies and candy. Our thoughts and prayers are with you during
this pandemic.
Arlene and Jack Johnson

TOGETHER, WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE! THANK
YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.

Do you need a devotional booklet?
The Upper Rooms and Daily Breads have come in.
If this is a normal part of your devotion life (or you
would like it to be) please contact the Pastor by
either leaving a message at the church or sending
her a email. We will mail you one.
We cannot promise you will get the version you
like. It will be first come, first serve. Let us know
your preference. Either way, we will get one in the
mail for you. Also, if you know someone who
is not connected to the internet and is not
getting this message but usually gets a
copy, please let us know.

Supporting the Church

Thank you for your continued support of
the ministry here at First UMC of Warren.
Throughout this pandemic, you have
faithfully shared with the community of
Warren that the church is more than a
building or a worship service. These past
seven months, we have remained an active
presence in our community.

Ways to give:
You can give on-line through egiving (found on our website)
You can mail in your tithe
You can place your tithe in the prayer box at outdoor worship

Good news! AmazonSmile is now available in the
Amazon Shopping app on iOS and Android mobile
phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on
AmazonSmile and start generating donations.

Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into
'Settings'
Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the
process
If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app, update your
app. Click here for instructions.

Prayer Ministry
Prayer Concerns
We have been sending out prayer concerns via
email and the phone prayer chain. If you have any
specific concerns, please contact the pastor.
Nancy Gross ~ Healing
Caroline Hart ~ Healing
Michelle Moore ~ Healing
Beve Glasson ~ Healing
Your Leadership Team
Refuge for Nations Ministry
The Mike Moore Jr. Family

Please keep your brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers
through this most difficult time. Prayer chain emails are going on as
prayer requests come in. If you are not receiving those emails and
would like to, please email the pastor at
pastormelissa@warrenfirstumc.org.
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