First United Methodist Church of Warren
2020 Church Charge Conference
October 20, 2020

Connecting People to God's Love
Growing Disciples of Jesus Christ
Serving God by Serving Others

Table of Contents
Work of the Conference:
Membership Report
Clergy Compensation
Furnishing Allowance
Lay Servant Annual Reports
Leadership Team
Celebration of Ministry Leadership Reports:
Pastor
Lay Leader
Church Council
Staff Parish
Finance
Trustees
Endowments/Scholarships
Memorials
Membership
Program Ministry Reports (Con
gregational Care & Groups):
Worship Committee
Music Department
Christian Education
Outreach
MCREST
Men's Fellowship
Prayer Chain
Prayer Team

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Team
Stephen Ministers
United Methodist Women
Youth Group

Work of the Conference

Leadership for 2021
Leadership Team:
(Made up of 9 members plus Lay Reader and Pastor)
Doug Belles (23)
Katie Belles (22)
Bev Hartman (21)
Lisa Wardell (24)
Gary Voshol (23)
Beth Permaloff (22)
Richard Knakal (21)
Mike Moore (24)
James Pekarek (23)
Phil Heavin (22)
Paul Sadowski – Lay Reader (21)
Building Maintenance Trustees:
Mike Moore
James Pekarek
Jim Grabel
Leadership Development Team:

Twylia Voshol
Mike Rivard
Lora Quick
Hospitality Team:
Sherry & Bill Descamps
Reva & Carl Misch
Dewey Bowers
Pat Conrad
Carole Wesner
Congregational Care Team:
Reva Misch
Carole Wesner
John Cole
Hilda Blazo
Pat Conrad
Carol Carlson (SM)
Janine Heavin (PS)

Celebration of Ministry:
Leadership Reports

Pastor
Dear Church Family,
It has been an interesting year. As a new year dawned in January, no one
expected that a mere 9 weeks later everything would be turned upside-down.
We had great plans for our 175th anniversary as a church serving this
community. All those plans went out the window as we closed our doors for the
2nd time in our history. Yes, I did say for the second time in our history. In doing
some research I discovered that in 1918, during the Spanish Flu Epidemic, the
governor of Michigan ordered the shutdown of theaters, movies, churches,
political gatherings, lodges, and all other non-essential gatherings of people in
order to stop the spread of that virus. Although it is beyond the scope of the
memory of this congregation, the church has been here before…and we
survived. Not only did we survive, we went on to do another 102 years of
ministry together. In that, we find hope that we will get through this.

I would like all of you to know who blessed I am to be part of part of such an
amazing congregation of dedicated disciples of Jesus. You all rock! I colleague
of mine from another denomination recently challenged our decision to return
to virtual worship and limit in-person gatherings. He said that we needed to
“Open” the church, but our church has never been closed. Not even for a
minute. We have never missed a Sunday of worshiping together thanks to
Facebook. We have never missed an opportunity to be the hands and feet of
Christ in the world. We have never missed an opportunity to love our neighbors.
Instead, we rose to the challenge, and we navigated the obstacles, and we
found a way to be the church in pandemic mode.
As I write this, I am thinking of all the things we need to celebrate this year. As a
church, we have sent out hundreds and hundreds of masks not only to church
members. We have sent them to Warren Consolidated Schools, to Pomeroy
Care Facility, to the Homeless Coalition, as well as other places. As a church, we
figured out a way to safely gather together to distribute food to the community
on several occasions and even started a drop in food pantry in our entryway,
opening up those outside doors to allow people to drop stuff off and pick stuff
up. We even managed to put together over 220 layettes, collect hundreds of
items for UMCOR and the Methodist Children’s Home. This isn’t everything
we’ve done. But more importantly, we have reached new people in our
community. New people are joining us for worship (both on-line and in-person
when we were doing it). And all of this happened because of your dedication to
supporting the ministry of this church with your time, your talent, your gifts, your
prayers, and even your presence when it was safe to do so. No, the church was
never closed.
As the second wave of this virus descends on the nation, we stand committed
to your safety and well-being. Together, we can get through this, and together,
we can continue to be the church this community needs. We also stand on the
premise that First UMC of Warren is not closed. We are simply choosing to do
ministry differently because when this over, we don’t want members of our
family missing. We love all of you.
Thanks again for being such an amazing, generous community of faith.
Blessings,
Pastor Melissa

Lay Leader
The year 2020 has been quite a year for this universe and this church is no
exception. Has this been a tough year? Was 2019 easy? I think we might agree
that nothing is always easy; but I hope I have been instrumental in helping to
show that difficult situations are easier when we have a family or a church
community to help us carry our loads. We all probably know people that have
had problems that they try to take care of by themselves, and we might see
other people sharing their problems or good news. As people that are part of
this church, I think we can all testify that we can and do help not only our
brothers and sisters in Christ, but we have even learned to get outside of these
walls and into the community to help others work through their situations.
As Lay Leader from 2019 until 2020, I am proud to say that I have not done
much around here by myself; I think I have learned to ask for and accept help
from others. I am not all the way there, but I can say that I at least understand

that some of those that offer to help and we have learned to accept help from
are now able to feel that they are more of a part of this family. Please know that
as the servant leader I try to be I cannot tell people what to do, I can only try to
get myself to learn to accept their offer to help. As with most of the things I have
learned to do as the Lay Leader of this church, I pray that I have been able to set
the example for those of you that see me doing what I do here, and please
make sure I am told if or when I am ever a bad example.
I will say that I am very proud of what we as a church have accomplished this
year. Please keep in mind this is our 175th year as our church, and although we
had celebrations planned for this year that will have to wait; we have a lot to be
proud of. Pastor Melissa needed us to address our mission and we came up
with connect, grow, and serve. Then we had a pandemic; it would have been so
easy to stay hidden and protect ourselves but that isn’t who we chose to be.
We connected with some of the food giveaways, then pastor started Funday
School on Wednesday nights, now drive-in movies. I think I am missing a lot
more ways that we connected, but yes, WE CONNECTED. Then we started Bible
studies on zoom and we even have at least one back yard bible study, along
with Wednesday afternoon mask to mask bible studies. I think those are helping
us GROW. Then we were making meals for MCREST, Gleaners days, sewing
groups, and so many other ways that we have SERVED. Some of these things
involved me a lot and others I was no help at all, but I am very proud to say that I
am the Lay Leader at a church that lives and loves the way we do.
One of the most exciting things that I was invited to do this year was when Dr
Boayue asked me to be one of the co-directors of the Greater Detroit District
Lay Servant Ministries. Now I realize that I have been taking classes and not
sharing enough with our members what Lay Servant Ministries can offer to any
of us that want to learn more about who Methodists are and where we came
from, then even more importantly where are we expected to lead others. Please
forgive me for not realizing sooner that any one of the rest of us could benefit
from these classes. The classes are not expensive financially, but we do spend
time and effort learning g what it is like to be servant leaders as true Methodists
are. The classes are offered in the spring, fall, and winter. I will be more vocal
now and in the future pertaining to this opportunity. Thanks to Covid 19 classes
are different and now they can be taken on line, and trust me that does reduce
the drive time. There are classes available in November, December, January, and
February this year. Please talk to me about how you can take advantage of
these opportunities this year; it is well worth your time.
Yours in Christ
Paul Sadowski

Leadership
What used to be “Church Council” this year has morphed into something we
have been working on for a few years now, and has reemerged as the
“Leadership Team.” Since March, we have been meeting as needed, which has
been more frequently than our five to six meetings a year. We still try to meet on
Tuesdays when issues arise, but sometimes it can be on different nights. The
meetings are always open to anyone interested and guests are always
welcome. Currently, the meetings are being held on Zoom, and more than likely
will be until at least the end of the 2020 calendar year.
The Leadership Team is now very streamlined with members of the old Church
Council committee, Finance committee, Staff-Parish committee, and Trustee
Committee. Many of the members on the Leadership Team are also in other

committees. This has allowed us to meet less per month but still get the same
amount of work completed pertaining to the business of the church, opening
up our time for more things like ministry.
This year has added many changes, from where we worship to the
cancellations of the church picnic, and basically a one-year delay to our 175th
anniversary celebration. Luckily for us, the 150th anniversary was delayed one
year, so we seem to just be following in that tradition. Hopefully, we can have a
big 176th celebration in 2021. We also pray that we can get back to more
ministry and service in 2021.
It is a true blessing to be a part of this community of faith which continues to be
an active, supportive, generous, caring community, dedicated to Christ- and to
each other.
Doug Belles, Leadership Team Chair

Staff Parish Relations
The Staff Parish Relations Committee would like to thank the congregation of
Warren First for their continued support and guidance throughout this past year.
We have gone through some changes in the past year. We changed to a unified
Church Leadership Team instead of many different committees. That allowed us
to respond much faster when the pandemic hit. We also had to find a
replacement for our Administrative Assistant when she suddenly needed to
move to the other side of the state, but we were able to find Donna Willey who
has been growing into the job amidst all the craziness of a pandemic.
For the upcoming year SPRC will continue to work towards enhancing our
ministries both inside and outside of our building, refine our Christian Education
program, enhance our on-line presence, and, when we get back to something
more normal inside the building, help with the development and implementation
of our second service that we were so close to launching before the Covid
struck.
SPRC continues to work with the Warren First staff to develop meaningful
ministerial missions that encompass our values and passions to do our part to
help our congregation as well as our community.
We are blessed to have the support of this congregation and look forward to
working more closely and effectively as a part of Warren First’s leadership team.
Richard Knakal,
SPRC Chairperson

Finance
This has been an unusual year. Even with our unusual year many have remained
faithful in giving and support of the Ministries of Warren First. I would like to
thank the other members of the finance team who keep everything going
through the year.
Phil Heavin is our Treasurer. He balances the checkbook and the DG accounts
every month. He also acts as the liaison with our banks. Every month he
prepares a report reflecting the in and out of our accounts. This report is

available to everyone. You can request a copy from the church office. Phil makes
sure all our Church employees get their paycheck every 2 weeks. In addition,
Phil keeps our software, Church Windows, up and running.
Julie Lilly is our check writer extraordinaire! Julie makes sure the bills get paid and
the green slips get processed. Julie has been performing this very important job
for the last year and is much appreciated!
I am Beth Permaloff and I am responsible for incoming funds. When you put your
envelope in the offering plate I am the person who reconciles it and makes sure
your funds go the right place. I also order offering envelopes and prepare
donation statements.
A reminder that we do have egiving (one time or automatically). If you are
interested in setting this up see the church web site. This can be linked to any
bank account or credit card.
I thank God for the members of the Finance Team who keep this running. I also
thank God for all of you and your support of our Ministries.
On behalf of the Finance Team,
Beth Permaloff

Trustees
This year has been very different than most, to say the least.
We have been able to get some work done in the area of landscaping in the
Memorial Garden and flower beds around the Sanctuary. Planning is starting for
improvements in the spring of 2021. More areas of the roof have been coated
and sealed, and our hope are that this will give us about ten years on the life of
the roof.
Plans are moving forward with technology updates. So far, the remote cameras
have been installed for on-line service recording, monitors and sound system
improvements are forthcoming. Also, a ramp to the Chancel (stage area) is also
being worked on, slowly because of the pandemic.
We will continue to strive to be God’s stewards of the church and its resources.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Moore, Chair of Trustees

Endowment
As of September 14, 2020, the Fund has $139,929.59 in American Funds
through Covenant Finance Group. In addition, we have over $40,0000 in a
Designated Giving account.
As a church, we have borrowed money from the Fund to pay for repairs around
the church to keep it safe for members and guests.
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Grabel, Chair

Scholarship
The Scholarship Fund was started in 2005. Through generous donations from
outside the church, the Scholarship Fund started with a balance of $50,000. As
of September 15, 2020, the Fund has a balance of $33,901.59.
To be eligible for a scholarship, an individual must be an active member of
Warren First United Methodist Church and attend a four-year bachelor degree
program, and participate in an interview process. Individuals are eligible for the
scholarship throughout their undergraduate studies, and for career changes,
but must re-apply each year.
While the Scholarship Fund will primarily grow through interest reinvestment on
its endowment principal, gifts are accepted. However, the purpose of the
Scholarship Fund is not to seek donations in the ordinary fundraising of the
church. Instead, it will be encouraged that people remember the Scholarship
Fund in their estate plans and posthumous giving.
For 2020 there were four applicants: Emma Knakal, Ashley Staple, Katina Staple
and Rebekah Vernarsky. The committee gave $1,000 to each applicant toward
their studies.
The purpose of the Scholarship Fund is to provide money for college to
students who will positively represent Jesus Christ on their campus.
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Grabel, Chair

Membership
During the worship service each Sunday morning (Pre Covid 19) those in
attendance were requested to sign Connections Cards. The information
received was transferred into a computer program called Church Windows. It is
important that everyone register their attendance with first and last names (as
well as children) with a complete mailing address (and e-mail if appropriate).
Many reports are derived from the information in Church Windows. Attendance
on Sunday Worship, Church School, Adult Sunday School, Disciple Class, etc.
are yearly reported to our Conference. Also, our Church Administrative
Assistant, Donna, sends out letters of welcome to our visitors and potential
members.
As of the 2020 Church Conference, we report the following totals:
Warren First Members = 253
Constituents = 27
Affiliate Member = 1
Since the 2019 Charge Conference:
0 Baptized
0 persons welcomed into membership
9 members went home to be with the Lord: Mary Etta Miller, Marian Yaeger,

Byron Pietras-Kiefer, Howard Al Bise, Paul Latham, Liz Baron, Patricia Allison,
James Winnale and Ruth Breault
1 member transferred in from another United Methodist Church: Judy Bird
0 members withdrew
Please help us keep our records accurate by notifying the Church Office of any
changes to your information.
Bev Hartman
Membership Chair

Memorials
Since the 2019 Church Conference and through mid-September 2020, First
United Methodist Church of Warren has been the recipient of donations in
honor or memory of the following persons:
IN MEMORY OF:
Linda Mende
Marian Yaeger
Mother of Byron Pietras-Kiefer
Edith Rivard
Byron Pietras-Kieffer
Ruth Breault
Patricia Allison
Liz Baron
Corey Hall
Daniel Adams
IN HONOR OF:
Amy Slingerland
$ 4,000.00 in memorials have been designated to the following accounts:
Music Department, Layettes, Church Maintenance, MCREST, Kitchen Fund,
Operating, Church Maintenance/Parsonage Fund, Choir, Undesignated and
Sound System.
Music Department: Ruth Breault and Daniel Adams
Layettes: Edith Rivard
MCREST: Marian Yaeger
Church Maintenance: Byron Pietras-Kieffer
Operating: Marian Yaeger
Kitchen Fund: Linda Mende, Mother of Byron Pietras-Kieffer, Marian Yaeger and
Byron Pietras-Kieffer
Undesignated: Liz Baron
Church/Parsonage Maintenance: Patricia Allison
Choir Ruth: Breault
College Scholarships: Daniel Adams
Sound System: Corey Hall, Amy Slingerland (In Honor)
These very special funds are an added way to help our Church accomplish our
many goals while at the same time remembering and honoring those special
people in our lives.
Bev Hartman
Memorial Committee Chair

Program Ministry:
Congregational Care and Groups

Company Name
9, Rue Bleue
75009 PARIS
contact@company.com

Worship Committee
This is a different type of Worship Committee report than in past years. COVID
has certainly made everything change.
Typically, I would list the variety of worship experiences we had in the year. We
have had a variety, but not what we would have expected when this year
started:
We began with the type of worship services we were accustomed to have.
Then the pandemic struck. We started online services only – sermons streamed
or recorded using the pastor’s cell phone and music recorded in Gary and
Twylia’s dining room.
We were able to start services on the lawn in July and will continue as long as it
doesn’t get too cold. At the same time, we continue to record services to be
presented online. Some have said they really like the informality of the outdoor
worship, even if it is a lot of work to set up and take down. And we have been
able to reach out to new people by our online presence.
We were not able to do so many of the events that we liked in the past: Praise
in the Park, Camping at the Church (CATCH), Messy Church after February, or
special services with guests like Brother 2 Brother.
One of the biggest changes occurred in our vision for a second service. We can
almost consider ourselves fortunate that we did not start a second worship
service before COVID started – we would have been overwhelmed by the work it
would take to produce two worship services online. Pastor Melissa has been
able to begin an informal group called “Engage - Conversations Around Faith”
on Monday evenings, which may eventually evolve into a full worship
experience. Once we are able to join together inside again, we will explore what
our next steps will be.
We are blessed to have volunteers who work so persistently to keep things
running: those who set up and take down the lawn service, those who provide
hospitality on the lawn, those who provide technology assistance to record

songs, readings and sermons. Julie Lilley joined the Worship Arts group early in
the year, and several people have stepped up to help with projects, such as
painting the pictures for the Children’s Month Sunday services.
We continue to learn how technology can be used to improve worship. Because
of the pandemic, we re-prioritized what we needed to purchase first – video
moved from the last to our first need. We can now record services in the
sanctuary with our new cameras and computer equipment. We hope to be able
to stream live from the sanctuary when it gets too cold to hold services on the
lawn. That’s another learning curve. Because of the response we have received
from our online services, we know we need to continue online even when we
eventually are able to meet together again.
I found this quote in my 2018 report. How much more applicable it is in these
times. We must continue to change as the world around us changes. “Change
is the law of life. And those who look only to the past or present are certain to
miss the future.” —John F. Kennedy
- Gary Voshol for the Worship Committee

Music Department
The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? Then my head will be exalted
above the enemies who surround me; at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with
shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the Lord. --Psalm 27: 1, 6
Pre-COVID: The Warren First UMC Music Department is busy rehearsing various
songs/anthems that are used to lead the congregation in the worship of our
Lord in the Sunday morning services. The Instrumental Ensemble, which is a
pick-up group consisting of band/orchestra instrumentalists of varying ages,
plays sacred band compositions as the offertory once a month. The Bell Choir,
whose members range in age from late elementary to senior adults, learns
many of the standard bell ringing techniques and combines them into beautiful
music that worships God once each month. The Praise Band, open to
instrumentalists and vocalists of high school age and above, learns
contemporary music that is taught to the congregation every month. Each
Sunday the Chancel Choir, high school through senior adult vocalists, leads
worship through anthems of varying genres and themes; 2019 is also the year
of the bi-annual Christmas Cantata. The Chancel Choir presents Pepper
Choplin’s Night of the Father’s Love in December and in February is busy
finishing the details of the music that will be part of the Lent/Easter season.
COVID: Music Ensembles come to an abrupt halt in late February. Who knew,
even on the day that they were part of worship, that the anthem Built on a Rock,
and the bell presentation of How Great Thou Art with Majesty would be the last
music to be heard from our Music Ensembles for a long time? (At least
suspension of the ensembles’ music followed two pieces of music whose
themes are extremely relevant to our faith!)
In the first few weeks of COVID we could only have one family in the church
building at a time so recording of hymns for insertion into the
streaming/recorded service was done at the music director’s house. As
restrictions came down, two vocalists at a time, socially distanced, continued
recording hymns, still at the house. Finally, we were able to move back to the
Sanctuary for recording with sound people and the two vocalists. This
arrangement continues for the online service. Any special bell music is

recorded. Joanne Won contributes prerecorded preludes and postludes.
During pleasant weather we are able to incorporate music into the service by
moving the keyboard/speaker out to the lawn and having one or two vocalists,
quite a distance from the congregation, sing the hymns. Congregational singing
is not allowed in the services because of COVID spread fears. Joanne provides
service music for this service also.
The Music Department members have the opportunity to join in a “Zoom Chat”,
approximately every two weeks. These “chats” have no agenda, they are just a
chance for us all to see how each other is doing and say “hi”.
The Bell Choir, COVID edition, has resumed rehearsals in September. Family
members of the group can ring next to each other, the rest are spread out
through the Bell Choir area and choir loft. We ring masked and bell handles are
wiped down with disinfectant. The Bell Choir will be part of the recorded service
and, if weather permits, part of the “On the Lawn” services.
Special thanks need to be given to our COVID era song leaders: Cheryl Durgan,
Dorene Jackson, Julie Lilly, and Gary Voshol. Also, thanks to the members of the
different bell ensembles that have played special music throughout this
summer. We are extremely grateful for Al Lilly and Phil Heavin who continue to
volunteer their time to run the sound system and record music presentations
during this time. And of course, thanks to Joanne Won for her beautiful keyboard
music.
Music has been, and will continue to be, an integral part of the worship of our
Lord here at Warren First through this COVID situation. We look forward to the
time when all the ensembles can once again be part of the services.
Respectfully submitted,
Twylia Voshol
Music Director

Christian Education
Childrens Education
This year we have once again had a strong
children’s program. We have continued to use DigIn, an interactive curriculum that allows students to
learn Bible stories on many different levels. We had
a fun year filled with lots of learning and crafts. We
are so grateful to the teachers that have helped
lead Sunday School, and we look forward to
continuing it once we are back in the building. Until
then, we have started Funday School on Zoom
which occurs each Wednesday night, using the
Dig-In curriculum. This has been a great way to
keep the children connected and learning about
God’s love. We will continue this program as long
as needed to keep everyone safe.
Molly Fox
Director of Outreach

Adult Education
First UMC of Warren has always offered several
study opportunities for our adult members, from
Sunday school to evening Bible studies. With all
the challenges that 2020 brought with it, we had
to scramble to figure out how we would be able to
continue to study together. God provided a way.
(God is awesome like that.) It took several weeks,
but before long, we were gathering together online using Zoom to connect us together as we
grew in our faith. Our first study had 12-14
members in it. That Monday night group is still
going strong. When the weather improved and we
were able to gather safely together, a group began
to meet on Wednesdays outdoors to study
together. We also started our Engage group, a
conversation-based worship experience on
Monday nights. With the ups and downs of this
virus, we are still looking at ways to connect and
grow together. It has been an interesting year, but
it has also been a year full of blessings.
Pastor Melissa

Outreach
Despite the hit that Covid-19 took on our outreach ministries, it has been a
great year of connection and growth. We had events that have been long
standing, like Messy Church and Trunk-or-Treat, and new events, like our Beach
Party in February. Trunk-or-Treat was a wonderful celebration with around 300
children in attendance. Despite bad weather that forced us inside, we had a fun
time handing out candy, making crafts, dancing, and eating good food. Our
February Beach Party was a great way to experience the fun of summer during
the middle of winter. Though it was a small event this year, we are sure that it
will continue to grow. Up until March, when we had to pause it for quarantine,
Messy Church was held on the second Wednesday of each month. We had
many great nights filled with food, crafts, and messages of God’s love. Though
we were unable to have the Easter egg hunt or the church picnic, we look

forward to continuing those events in the future, when it is safe to do so.
We have been working more closely with Green Acres School this year. We had
volunteers work at their Santa Shop, and we have been partnering with them
and Gleaner’s Food Bank, handing out food both at Green Acres and on our
property through Gleaner’s mobile food pantry program. We have also donated
hundreds of pounds of food to Gleaner’s Food Bank and had several volunteers
spend one of their Saturdays to go to their warehouse in Warren to help out. We
are excited to continue strengthening both of these relationships.
Most importantly, we want to thank the many volunteers we had this year that
have helped so much in making this a welcoming and community-oriented
church. We could not hold these events and do this outreach without your
support.
Molly Fox
Director of Outreach

The last paragraph of the MCREST 2018 report reads: “On November 10, 2019,
our 20th anniversary year, we will again open our hearts, mind and doors to
answer Christ’s call to “feed my sheep”. We will welcome the stranger and care
for the least, the lost and the lonely. We will keep them warm and safe, be meal
providers, pray for them and with them, offer moral support, treat them as family.
The effort requires each and every one of us, whether physically involved or
holding guest and host alike in prayer.”
This is exactly what we did…. just as we have done for the last 20 years. During
MCREST 2019, 85 different people gave 1112 hours of service, drivers drove
over 1000 miles,7 wonderful hot meals were served for dinner, 200+ lunches
were packed during the week, hot and nourishing breakfasts were made

available each and every day. Bingo, with prizes, was rousingly played, board
games were played, conversations were shared, comfort was given, love was
shared, prayers were said, and everyone’s birthday was “celebrated” with
birthday cake and ice cream
We were blessed by the efforts of Sterling Heights United Methodist Church
who provided the Tuesday night meal and overnight supervision and we were
able to host a free Flu Clinic, provided by the Visiting Nurse Association, for the
guests.
It has often been said that each year of MCREST is new and different because
each year our guests are new to us. That is so true, but what is also true is that
each year, the people of Warren First United Methodist Church respond to the
needs of others without hesitation, with compassion and with love. We are
indeed blessed to be such a blessing.
Carole Wesner
MCREST Coordinator

The pandemic has had an effect on the attendance as government decrees
limited church activities. However, we have resumed our monthly breakfast
meetings at Kirby’s Koney Island restaurant as they provide a private room for
our accommodation.
Fellowship is important for spiritual grown and reassurance. Our discussion,
whether involving sports or church related subject, is helpful to remind us of
whose we are and the respect required. Devotion and prayer most often is
offered prior to general discussion
Our meetings are open to anyone. However, over time, numbers have declined
as we have been active for quite a few years. This year we had to skip our
annual steakout for the virus had its obvious effect. That activity will resume in
2021. Serving the Lord is always a good reason to gather.
Faithfully submitted,
Jerry Garriott

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is made up of dedicated
knitters and crocheters creating Prayer Shawls and
Baptismal Blankets. The shawls and blankets are
created with the love of knitting or crocheting
combined into a prayerful ministry reaching out to
those in need of comfort and solace, as well as
celebration and joy. Many blessings are prayed into
every shawl by the Prayer Shawl Team, the Prayer
Team and Rev. Melissa Claxton.
Each shawl and blanket are knitted or crocheted
using a 3-stitch pattern (representing the Trinity).
The color of yarn used represents some of the
attributes associated with the color, such as green

represents earth and strength.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has given out a total of
357 shawls and blankets since 2006. This year we
have given out 8. The COVID-19 restrictions have
cancelled our meetings but we stayed safe at
home knitting and crocheting plus making masks
and mask holders for the Warren Consolidated
Schools and everyone in need. The ladies in the
Prayer Shawl Ministry donate their time, talents and
money to create shawls that wrap, enfold, comfort,
give solace, hugs, shelter and beauty to the
person receiving the gift.
Janine Heavin
Chair

Prayer Chain
As of right now, we are thirty strong Prayer Warriors. We pray for healing, health
concerns, sympathy for those who are grieving and sometimes the joys of life.
Hallelujah!
Dorothy Collins
Prayer Chain Coordinator

Prayer Team
We met in the parlor every Wednesday at 10 a.m. Sometimes there were five of
us, sometimes only one. That’s how it was until the pandemic of 2020 hit with a
vengeance. As I write this, we’re trying to figure out how to use technology to
get together BUT we are still praying.
We are Blessed!
Dorothy Collins
The Prayer Team

Stephen Ministers
The Warren First Stephen Ministers do not have regular meeting dates,
especially during the virus epidemic. Our current active ministers are Carolyn
Carlson, John Cole, Lora Quick and Jackie Moore.
Each of these people, in their own way, are hard-working, kindness-giving
people, who, on a regular basis, reach out and help those in the congregation
and beyond in any way that help is needed. Generally, we would meet with the
person face to face and discuss how someone can help or give
encouragement. Those needs are still met by these people, because they are
who they are and not because they are functioning as Stephen Ministers.

The one ministry that had been on-going prior to the epidemic was Teddy Bear
Support Ministry. We still have bears to share and will continue once that project
becomes safe for both parties again.
I will say that Warren First is filled with trained and non-trained Stephen Ministers,
and many who fulfill our objectives just because they are kind, caring, listening
and warm people who reach out to those who need an ear. Warren First is
blessed in this way. The pastor is very busy reaching out also, to many in need
on a regular basis and is aware of the community that surrounds the church.
Again, another blessing.
For this year and this season of COVID-19, this is the annual report of the
Warren First Stephen Minister.
Carolyn Carlson, John Cole, Lora Quick & Jackie Moore,
Active Members

United Methodist Women
Layette Ministry
The UWM collected and assembled
223 layettes sets this year. Each one
included a crib blanket, a receiving
blanket, sleeper, onsie, outfit, bib,
socks or booties, bottle and 6 diapers.
At a value of approximately $50 each,
that comes to an approximate total of
$11,150!
The layette sets were distributed to
hospitals in Macomb County with labor
and delivery units and also to Michigan
Social Services who provide them to
foster parents of newborns and
babies born at home. It’s up to each
place to decide which families are in
need of the layette sets.

The Noah Project
TheUMW made and delivered
sandwiches this summer to The Noah
Project of Detroit, where they provide
sack lunches to many of the
homeless in the area.
This was done in June, July and
August. We made 325 – 400
sandwiches each month, more in the
month of August to use all the
purchased supplies.

Youth

The youth started out the year with intentions of growing the East Side Youth
group and doing a local mission task, but as we know things got directed in the
ways they did by the things that directed them. It has been awesome to be at
the group New Year square dance party, helping with MCREST, joining the other
groups until it had to change. The youth will be returning to being who they are
just like we will, when it’s safe and it makes sense to do so. In the meantime, if
you look around many of the things that are happening in this church, you see
the youth stepping up and showing up.
We also have to thank Pastor Melissa for the organizing she has helped with
while the youth room got decorated and some of the other things got
accomplished. There has been cookie baking with Sherry, Calendar Tea, and
other things that have helped us recognize the youth as an important part of
this church.
Thank You with Blessings
Linda and Paul Sadowski
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