First United Methodist Church of
Warren
Congregational Connections
November 12, 2020
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Connect people to God's love ~ Grow
disciples of
Jesus Christ ~ Serve God by serving others.

Visit us at: warrenfirstumc.org

Pastor's Pen
Dear friends,
Several years ago, a pastor of mine asked me to prepare something for the
Thanksgiving Service, something I was thankful for. At the time, I had no idea
what to say. I was a young, single mother of three, working long hours, and
struggling to survive life while keeping food on our table and a roof over our
head. I had no clue what I should write about. Then, I opened the silverware
drawer to get a spatula. What I saw was three potato mashers. It was one of
those eye-opening, epiphany kind of moments. Who in the world needs three
potato mashers? Yet, I had three.
In that moment, I realized how blessed I really was. I had three beautiful
children, a place to live, a great landlord, food on our table, and a job to go to
everyday. And as I thought about it, I realized that although we didn’t have a lot
of extra, there was always enough…enough money to pay the bills, enough
food on our table to keep us healthy, enough time to go to work and still be
able to be there to support my children. Enough!
The more I thought about it, the more I realized that I have more than enough.
Along with having enough of the resources I needed to pay for food and
electricity and rent, I was surrounded by and abundance of what was truly
important, and that is love. I was surrounded by a great community of people
who were always looking out for me. One year, when a couple of guys were
putting Christmas bows on light post throughout the village, I joked that they
needed to decorate my house. When I got home, there were two big red bows
on either side of my porch. I had enough resources to care for family as well as
an abundance of love to raise them in. I was truly blessed.
We are approaching Thanksgiving. For the majority of us, this Thanksgiving is
going to be so much different than it has been in years past. I am coming to
terms with the fact that I won’t be gathering with our children or grandchildren
this year. (My daughter is back from deployment and will be leaving with the kids
soon.) This means that I probably won’t be cooking all of the foods that make
up our traditional Thanksgiving feast. No kids running around laughing and
playing. No nerf gun fight. As I think about this, it’s easy to get in a place of
despair, forgetting what the holiday is all about. It’s about taking time to
remember and to be thankful for all the blessings.

Paul wrote, “In everything give thanks.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18) I think of all the
things that Paul had endured through his life. He was beaten, imprisoned, and
all kinds of adversity. Yet, he writes to this church in Thessalonica, telling them
to be thankful. He was saying that we need to be thankful for everything that
has happened in our lives, but to look for those things that we can be thankful
for. We are to look for the blessing. When we look for the blessings, we tend to
find them.
In all that is going on right now, I hope that you take a moment to stop and look
for all the places God has made God’s presence known through these difficult
times. Take time to look for God and to offer your gratitude for the blessings we
continue to experience even in the chaos of Covid.
Rev. Melissa J. Claxton

Keeping You Informed
Due to the rising numbers, the church
office hours have been temporarily
changed to 9:00 am-1:00 pm.

With the number of Covid cases increasing drastically in
Michigan, we are being proactive in our response. Effective
11/1, the following changes were made:
All small groups are meeting virtually. With the exception
of our support groups (N.A., A.A., and S-anon) there are no
small groups meeting in the church building at this time. We also
ask that all church related groups meet virtually until it is safe to
meet in person once again.
Non-essential ministry groups are not meeting. We have
started up a few ministry groups such as a sewing group. They
are not meeting in person until futher notice. We do encourage
people to sew at home and if you need supplies at are located at
the church, arrangements can be made to pick them up.
Effective November 9th:
Reduced Office Hours. Until things begin to improve, we have
cut back the hours the office is open. New office hours are 9 to
1 M - Th. These hours may be cut further as cases continue to
rise.
Help by becoming a Servant Minister: Everyone can be a
Servant Minister. Servant Ministers are volunteers who serve God by
serving others. As we move towards quarentine once again, we are in
need of servant ministers to help us stay connected, as well as offer
opportunities for growth and service.
Servant Ministers making phone calls: We need all of you
actively making phone calls to members of the church. We
would like to set up small groups of 5 or so people who will
continue to be in contact with one another. If you are interested
in being in charge of one of these small groups, please let the
office know.
Servant Ministers sending notes and cards: Please stop
and look through the directory. Send out a note or card to
someone you may not know very well or talk to often. Let them
know you are thinking of them. Take time to pray for that person
or family.
Servant Ministers helping in the office from time to
time: With ministry being virtual, there are is more behind the
scenes prep work that needs to be done. We need servant
ministers to schedule times when they can come to the church
and help put together things like our Funday school kits.

In case you missed it...
NEW OFFICE HOURS THROUGH COVID SHUT DOWN

The church office is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Monday thru Thursday. If you need to drop
something off, please do it during those hours. If you
can't, please make other arrangements with the
church office.

In This Week's Congregational
Connections!
Worship ~
This week's service at a glance
Bishop David A. Bard Preaching on November 22nd
Overview of the Advent Series
Interreligious Community Thanksgiving Service

~ Opportunities to Connect ~
Small Groups in the Making

~ Opportunites to Grow ~
Do you need a devotional?
Monday Evening Study
Wednesday Noon Study
Funday School for Kids - Day and Time Change
Zoom Information
~ Opportunity to Serve ~
November Food Collection
Helping Hands Needed

~ Oher Important Announcements ~
Church Charge Conference Report
175th on-line Service - request for photos
UMW Elected Officer Zoom Training
Emily Schwartz fundrasiers

{Any items we are collecting such as food, masks and other
donations, can be dropped off at the churches north entrance. The
outside doors remain open at this time.}
Check out the "Thank You" section
Make sure to look at the new picture at the bottom of the page!

Worship This Week

Praise Hymn: Amazing Grace My Chains are Gon e
Scripture: Hebrews 11:1-2
Message: Anticipating
~Rev. Melissa Claxton
Closing Hymn: You are the Seed
Lay Reader:
Music: Julie Lily, Twylia and Gary Voshol

November 22nd ~ Bishop David A.
Bard
Date: November 22nd
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Preaching: Bishop David A. Bard
For the past 4 years, Bishop David A. Bard has
presided over the Michigan Conference. In
hearing that we will be celebrating 175 years of
ministry, he has agreed to bring us the message
for our anniversary celebration.
Please invite a friend and join us. We will be
broadcasting live that Sunday on both Facebook
and Youtube. We are sure it will be a message of
hope for years to come.

Advent Series ~ It's a Wonderful
Life
In the midst of struggle and strife, we need to be
reminded that life is wonderful gift from God.
Journey with us through this Advent season as we
explore:
November 29th: Endure it (Isaiah 2:15, Matthew 24:36-44)
December 6th: Hope in It (Isaiah 11:110, Matthew 3:1-12)
December 13th: Believe It (Isaiah 35:110, Luke 1: 47-55)
December 20th: Trust It (Isaiah 7:1016, Matthew 1:18-25)
December 24th: Treasure It (Luke 1:120)
We are working on getting everyone a Advent
worship kit. If you don't receive one prior to the
first Sunday of Advent, please get with me. We are
trying to make sure that every member of our
growing congregation gets one and know that we
may miss one or two. If we do, please accept our
heart filled apology and allow us to rectify the
situation.

Virtual Inter-religious Community
Thanksgiving Service on Zoom
First UMC of Warren is hosting this years Interreligious Thanksgiving Service. Religious leaders
from many different traditions will be bringing a
message of gratitude for the community. The
service will be on zoom on November 25th at 7
p.m. Then it will be placed on our
website/Facebook pages. Please join us. It is
always a blessing. (More information will come
through email.)
Button

Opportunities to Connect

Small Groups Have Moved On-Line!
Please contact the church office and let them know you are
looking to connect with a small group.

Small Groups that we currently have in place:
Connect Groups:
United Methodist Women's Circles
United Methodist Men
Grow Groups:
Monday Evening Study - Traveling Light by Max Ludaco
Monday Evening: Engage - Conversations Around Faith
Wednesday Noon Study - If Grace is True by Philip Gulley
Serve Groups:
Although there isn't a specific group, there are plenty of opportunities
to connect with others through service. Please check below under
Opportunities to Serve.
Worship Groups:
One worship group has formed and there is room for others. If you
are interested in gathering for virtual worship with a small group of
people, please let us know.

Opportunities to Grow

Monday Study -Traveling Light
We will be meeting at the Reanult home at
29620
Van Laan Dr, Warren 48092 Monday
evenings at
7 p.m. to study "Traveling Light" by Max
Lucado starting October 5. Call Mary Ellen if
you are new to the group and planning to
attend in person at (517)974-0588. You
can also join in via Zoom.
Cost per book: $8.00
Zoom Code: 843 0630 7903

Wednesday Noon Study ~ If Grace
is True by Philip Gulley
We will be starting a new Wednesday Study on
October 7 and everyone is welcome to join. The
book we will be studying is "If Grace is True" by
Philip Gulley. Please let us know if you are
interested in this study...space is limited.
Noon to 1:30
Now On Zoom
Cost of books: $13.00

Engage
Engage is a relatively new group that has been
meeting together to Engage in meaningful
conversation with one another about faith,
doctrine, and what the Bible really says about
these things. Anyone who would like to worship
with others through engaging conversation is
welcome to join us. Current topic is: Is Worship
Necessary?

We meet on Monday nights at 7 p.m. on
Zoom. Contact the office if you would like
to particpate in this conversational worship
experience.

Children's Funday School
We are still on Zoom, but we will no longer be
meeting on Wednesday evenings. Through
conversation with our parents, we have moved
Funday School to Sunday afternoons. If you have a
child who would like to be part of Funday school,
please let the office know so we can get them the
supplies needed for the craft.

Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on Facebook/Zoom

Opportunities to Serve

We Need Helping Hands this week
We have lots of work that needs to be done this
week, from putting together Funday school kits to
Thanksgiving baskets to Advent boxes. That
means we need some helping hands. To insure
proper physical distancing, we will be scheduling a
few people to help in the mornings all week.

Please let the pastor know if you can serve
by calling her on her at (586) 264-4701, at
home 264-2212, or sending an email to
pastormelissa@warrenfirstumc.org

November is traditionally the month our church collects food for those less
fortunate. This year we are collecting items to make Thanksgiving food boxes
for Community Housing Network, a non-profit organization providing housing
and housing resources for people who are homeless or facing homelessness,
people with disabilities, people with low income and other vulnerable residents
of Southeastern Michigan.
We are collecting items for Thanksgiving dinner - stuffing and instant potato
mixes, gravy, canned fruit and vegetables, jello, cake mixes or other desert
items.......anything to make a special meal. And for those who don't want to
shop and would still like to participate, we are also collecting funds to purchase
grocery gift cards for the recipients to get turkeys or another meat they would
prefer.
A Collection Tub will be located inside the church by the office If you would
prefer to leave the items just inside the double doors, please mark your bag
"Thanksgiving Dinner".

OTHER IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS!

2020 Church Charge Conference
The 2020 Church Charge Conference booklet will be sent out electronically on
Friday, November 6. If anyone would like a paper copy of the booklet, they are
available at the church office. If you would like one sent to you, please contact
the office.

We are looking for photos of past church groups
and activities to include in the on-line 175th
Anniversary Celebration Service. There is 175
years of history out there and some of it has been
captured on film.
If you have any photos you'd like to share, please
contact Twylia Voshol or the church office.
We also ask that you label your photos so that we
can get them back to you once we have scanned
them.

United Methodist Women Greater Detroit District
Calling All Local Officers
Elected Leadership ZOOM Training
Saturday, November 14, 2020
10:30 am – Noon
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88136599487?
pwd=TkpKVWlzUTVPbllXdlhzdDgvVzB0dz09
Meeting ID: 881 3659 9487
Passcode: 088971
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Enter the meeting ID provided followed by the passcode number
PROGRAM:
Greetings and UMW Purpose Tina Campbell, Vice-President
UMW PURPOSE
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women
whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the
church.
Welcome Kay Korns, President
Devotion Lorraine Murdoch
Hymn Here I Am Lord
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uylFDx0HvoY&pbjreload=101
Explanation of training breakout sessions Tina Campbell & Diana Miller
Breakout Training Sessions and Trainer(s)
President, Kay Korns
Vice-President, Tina Campbell
Secretary Cancelled
Treasurer, Viola Jones
Spiritual Growth, Lorraine Murdoch
Education/Interpretation, Ethel Gill
Social Action, Jocelyn Davis
Membership/Nurture/Outreach, Susan Howze
Program Resources, Mary Beltzman
Communications, Anne Cramton & Kristine Miranne
Nominations, Pat Bostic

Fundraiser for Emily Schwartz Skating
Many of you have asked if there are ways to support Emily in her skating. Right
now, they are having a fundraiser for her event. There are currently two different
fundraisers to choose from. Please contact the Swartz family for more details.
Dearborn Hams, Sausage and bacon products in time for
Thanksgiving.
Orders due, Saturday, November 14, 2020
Delivery on or after Monday, November 23, 2020 at the DISC
Another Dearborn Brand order will be placed in December, prior to
Christmas.
Schwartz Nursery Holiday Fundraiser
Poinsettias, Door Wreaths and Schwartz Nursery Gift Cards are available to
purchase.
Orders also due, Saturday, November 14, 2020
Pick up on Monday, November 30, 2020 at the DISC

THANK YOU CORNER

Thank you to everyone who is helping make MCREST week a huge success......from the
folks that have shopped to those who have prepared the meals to those who delivered

the meals to those who contributed food and especially to those who have prayed.
This years has been different but we're still making a difference!

TOGETHER, WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE! THANK
YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.

Do you need a devotional booklet?
The Upper Rooms and Daily Breads have come in.
If this is a normal part of your devotion life (or you
would like it to be) please contact the Pastor by
either leaving a message at the church or sending
her a email. We will mail you one.
We cannot promise you will get the version you
like. It will be first come, first serve. Let us know
your preference. Either way, we will get one in the
mail for you. Also, if you know someone who
is not connected to the internet and is not
getting this message but usually gets a
copy, please let us know.

Supporting the Church
Thank you for your continued support of
the ministry here at First UMC of Warren.
Throughout this pandemic, you have
faithfully shared with the community of
Warren that the church is more than a
building or a worship service. These past
seven months, we have remained an active
presence in our community.

Ways to give:

You can give on-line through egiving (found on our website)
You can mail in your tithe
You can place your tithe in the prayer box at outdoor worship

Good news! AmazonSmile is now available in the
Amazon Shopping app on iOS and Android mobile
phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on
AmazonSmile and start generating donations.

Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into
'Settings'
Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the
process
If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app, update your
app. Click here for instructions.

Prayer Ministry
Prayer Concerns
We have been sending out prayer concerns via
email and the phone prayer chain. If you have any
specific concerns, please contact the pastor.
Nancy Gross ~ Healing
Caroline Hart ~ Healing
Michelle Moore ~ Healing
Beve Glasson ~ Healing

Your Leadership Team
Refuge for Nations Ministry
The Mike Moore Jr. Family

Please keep your brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers
through this most difficult time. Prayer chain emails are going on as
prayer requests come in. If you are not receiving those emails and
would like to, please email the pastor at
pastormelissa@warrenfirstumc.org.

Picture of the Week:
It takes many hands to make MCREST a success. Thank you!
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