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Connect people to God's love ~ Grow
disciples of
Jesus Christ ~ Serve God by serving others.

Visit us at: warrenfirstumc.org

Pastor's Pen
Dear Church Family,
This week, we bring our Anniversary Celebration to an end, at least for the time
being. The hope is to pick up the celebration next year when we can meet
together again. Instead of celebrating 175 years, we will celebrate 176 years
along with all the new and wonderful things God is doing in the life of this
church. I look forward to being a part of that celebration. To bring our
celebration to a close, this week Bishop David Bard will be bringing the
message. I hope that you will join us at 10:30 as we worship together and hear
the wisdom our bishop brings.
With that, can you believe that Thanksgiving is next week? Where has the time
gone? Seems like fall just got started and now it is coming to an end. Before we
know it, the days will be getting colder, snow will be falling, and Christmas will be
upon us.
As we enter the Advent season, we are aware of how Covid-19 has complicated
everything we do from how we gather to worship and grow in our faith to how
we serve God by serving one another. While I know that we still long to gather
together again, I am amazed at how we have been able to adjust to the many
changes that have come our way. We have continually worked to improve
worship together as well as find opportunities where we can safely serve God
by serving others. It has been amazing and I want to thank all of our servant
ministers who have volunteered to help make ministry happen here.
I also want to share with you a little bit about what is coming up for our Advent
season. This year, our theme for Advent is going to be It’s a Wonderful Life. We
will be sharing clips from the movie during worship as Peter, George, Uncle Billy,
Mary, and Zuzu join us for worship each week. Your worship team has been
hard at work coming up with ways to enhance worship through the Advent
season and beyond. In reality, we don’t know how long this is going to last.
Next week, every household will be receiving an Advent Box. We decided that
each household should have their own Advent candles to light for worship,
along with a few other things. The boxes will be delivered to your homes and
include a letter from me offering direction on how to use these resources. I
would like to take a moment to thank the servant ministers who came to help
with this project. We couldn’t have done it without them.

Along with the Advent boxes, we are offering another way to connect on Sunday
morning for worship. Along with our Facebook page, Youtube, and our website,
we will be offering worship on Zoom so those without internet/computer access
can join us. The information for the zoom service is:
Meeting ID: 872 7795 7850
Passcode: 123
Call in Number: (312) 626-6799
Or you can follow the link below. Please get the word out. Although we cannot
be together in person, we are strengthened when we come together as a
community of faith.
Finally, we are hosting the Inter-Religious Community Thanksgiving Service this
year. The service is on November 25th at 7 p.m. and will be live on Facebook
and Youtube. It will also be on Zoom. If you need that information, please let me
know and we will get it to you.
Please know that we are continually striving to make things better and more
accessible for all.
Rev. Melissa J. Claxton

Link to Sunday's Service

Keeping You Informed
Due to the rising numbers, the church
office hours have been temporarily
changed to 9:00 am-12:00 pm.

With the number of Covid cases increasing drastically in
Michigan, we are being proactive in our response. Effective
11/1, the following changes were made:
All small groups are meeting virtually. With the exception
of our support groups (N.A., A.A., and S-anon) there are no
small groups meeting in the church building at this time. We also
ask that all church related groups meet virtually until it is safe to
meet in person once again.
Non-essential ministry groups are not meeting. We have
started up a few ministry groups such as a sewing group. They
are not meeting in person until futher notice. We do encourage
people to sew at home and if you need supplies at are located at
the church, arrangements can be made to pick them up.
Effective November 9th:
Reduced Office Hours. Until things begin to improve, we have
cut back the hours the office is open. New office hours are 9 to
1 M - Th. These hours may be cut further as cases continue to
rise.
Help by becoming a Servant Minister: Everyone can be a
Servant Minister. Servant Ministers are volunteers who serve God by
serving others. As we move towards quarentine once again, we are in
need of servant ministers to help us stay connected, as well as offer
opportunities for growth and service.
Servant Ministers making phone calls: We need all of you
actively making phone calls to members of the church. We
would like to set up small groups of 5 or so people who will
continue to be in contact with one another. If you are interested
in being in charge of one of these small groups, please let the
office know.
Servant Ministers sending notes and cards: Please stop
and look through the directory. Send out a note or card to
someone you may not know very well or talk to often. Let them
know you are thinking of them. Take time to pray for that person
or family.
Servant Ministers helping in the office from time to
time: With ministry being virtual, there are is more behind the

scenes prep work that needs to be done. We need servant
ministers to schedule times when they can come to the church
and help put together things like our Funday school kits.

In case you missed it...
NEW OFFICE HOURS THROUGH COVID SHUT DOWN
The church office is open from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Monday thru Thursday. If you need to drop
something off, please do it during those hours. If you
can't, please make other arrangements with the
church office.

In This Week's Congregational
Connections!
Worship ~
This week's service at a glance
Bishop David A. Bard Preaching on November 22nd
Overview of the Advent Series
Interreligious Community Thanksgiving Service

~ Opportunities to Connect ~
Small Groups in the Making

~ Opportunites to Grow ~
Do you need a devotional?
Monday Evening Study
Wednesday Noon Study
Funday School for Kids - Day and Time Change
Zoom Information
~ Opportunity to Serve ~
Creche pictures wanted
Helping Hands Needed

~ Oher Important Announcements ~
Christmas Shopping with Amazon Smile
MCREST Week 2020
Church Charge Conference Report
UMW Elected Officer Zoom Training

{Any items we are collecting such as food, masks and other
donations, can be dropped off at the churches north entrance. The
outside doors remain open at this time.}
Check out the "Thank You" section
Make sure to look at the new picture at the bottom of the page!

Worship This Week

Praise Hymn: Come and Find a Quiet Center
Scripture: Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46
Message: Moby Grape Ministry
~Bishop David A. Bard
Closing Hymn: Here I am Lord
Lay Reader: Emily Schwartz
Music: Julie Lily, Twylia and Gary Voshol

November 22nd ~ Bishop David A.
Bard
Date: November 22nd
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Preaching: Bishop David A. Bard
For the past 4 years, Bishop David A. Bard has
presided over the Michigan Conference. In
hearing that we will be celebrating 175 years of
ministry, he has agreed to bring us the message
for our anniversary celebration.
Please invite a friend and join us. We will be
broadcasting live that Sunday on both Facebook
and Youtube. We are sure it will be a message of
hope for years to come.

Advent Series ~ It's a Wonderful
Life
In the midst of struggle and strife, we need to be
reminded that life is wonderful gift from God.
Journey with us through this Advent season as we
explore:
November 29th: Endure it (Isaiah 2:15, Matthew 24:36-44)
December 6th: Hope in It (Isaiah 11:110, Matthew 3:1-12)
December 13th: Believe It (Isaiah 35:110, Luke 1: 47-55)
December 20th: Trust It (Isaiah 7:1016, Matthew 1:18-25)
December 24th: Treasure It (Luke 1:120)
We are working on getting everyone a Advent
worship kit. If you don't receive one prior to the
first Sunday of Advent, please get with me. We are
trying to make sure that every member of our
growing congregation gets one and know that we
may miss one or two. If we do, please accept our
heart filled apology and allow us to rectify the
situation.

Virtual Inter-Religious Community
Thanksgiving Service on Zoom
First UMC of Warren is hosting this years Interreligious Thanksgiving Service. Religious leaders
from many different traditions will be bringing a
message of gratitude for the community. The
service will be on Facebook and Youtube on
November 25th at 7 p.m. Hope you can join us!

Special Ministry Report

MCREST WEEK 2020
Preparation for MCREST WEEK 2020 and the week of MCREST were like none
other!! MCREST guests have continued to be housed in a motel and meals-breakfast, lunch and dinner, are provided to them each day by churches,
individuals or the MCREST staff. Our commitment to provide for 30 women and
children was increased by 20 at the request of the MCREST office. Because
warming centers cannot operate because of Covid, MCREST and the motel
have worked together to provide for “overflow” guests, keeping more homeless
off the street, safe and warm. We accepted the challenge of providing for meals
for 50.
On October 31 and on November 7 a small but efficient “kitchen crew” cooked
and put into freezers, 350 meal entrées with vegetable in anticipation of our
week. On Sunday, November 8, we officially began MCREST Week by delivering
50 breakfast bags- 7 days’ worth of healthy breakfast items for the week, and
the first of the food bags to be delivered each day containing a lunch (sandwich
(made daily), a salty snack, cookies (homemade), fruit, and a drink) and the
dinner entrée, plus salad, roll, dessert, and a bottle of water. The lunch bags
and food bags were packed daily by a small, dedicated crew and delivered to
the MCREST office in plenty of time for guests to claim them at check-in.
Even though the number of active volunteers had to be minimal, this caring,
sharing congregation continues to be the hands, feet and heart of Christ, even
under circumstances such as those of today. Your monetary donations, your
cookies, your prayers for those active volunteers, for those fortunate enough to
be in the MCREST program or the “overflow” program, and for those who
struggle on the street, in their cars or under bridges, continues to live out our
motto that “No one can do everything, but everyone can do something.”
THANK YOU TO ONE AND ALL!! KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!!!

Opportunities to Connect

Small Groups Have Moved On-Line!
Please contact the church office and let them know you are
looking to connect with a small group.
Small Groups that we currently have in place:
Connect Groups:
United Methodist Women's Circles
United Methodist Men
Grow Groups:
Monday Evening Study - Traveling Light by Max Ludaco
Monday Evening: Engage - Conversations Around Faith
Wednesday Noon Study - If Grace is True by Philip Gulley

Serve Groups:
Although there isn't a specific group, there are plenty of opportunities
to connect with others through service. Please check below under
Opportunities to Serve.
Worship Groups:
One worship group has formed and there is room for others. If you
are interested in gathering for virtual worship with a small group of
people, please let us know.

Opportunities to Grow

Monday Study -Traveling Light
We will be meeting at the Reanult home at
29620
Van Laan Dr, Warren 48092 Monday
evenings at
7 p.m. to study "Traveling Light" by Max
Lucado starting October 5. Call Mary Ellen if
you are new to the group and planning to
attend in person at (517)974-0588. You
can also join in via Zoom.
Cost per book: $8.00
Zoom Code: 843 0630 7903

Wednesday Noon Study ~ If Grace
is True by Philip Gulley
We will be starting a new Wednesday Study on
October 7 and everyone is welcome to join. The
book we will be studying is "If Grace is True" by
Philip Gulley. Please let us know if you are
interested in this study...space is limited.
Noon to 1:30
Now On Zoom
Cost of books: $13.00

Engage
Engage is a relatively new group that has been
meeting together to Engage in meaningful
conversation with one another about faith,
doctrine, and what the Bible really says about
these things. Anyone who would like to worship
with others through engaging conversation is
welcome to join us. Current topic is: Is Worship
Necessary?

We meet on Monday nights at 7 p.m. on
Zoom. Contact the office if you would like
to particpate in this conversational worship
experience.

Children's Funday School
We are still on Zoom, but we will no longer be

meeting on Wednesday evenings. Through
conversation with our parents, we have moved
Funday School to Sunday afternoons. If you have a
child who would like to be part of Funday school,
please let the office know so we can get them the
supplies needed for the craft.

Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on Facebook/Zoom

Opportunities to Serve

Calling all Decorators! As you put up your
Christmas decorations, please take a photo of
your creche (manger scene) and then share it with
the office or withTwylia. We intend to use these
photos as part of our online Advent/Christmas
services. The more photos, the better!

We Need Helping Hands Monday
morning
We still need some help getting the Thanksgiving
boxes delivered, the Advent boxes ready to go
out, and the Funday school materials gathered. If
you can help, please let the pastor know.

Please let the pastor know if you can serve
by calling her on her at (586) 264-4701, at
home 264-2212, or sending an email to
pastormelissa@warrenfirstumc.org

OTHER IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS!

As the gift giving season approaches and you are doing your shopping through
Amazon, please remember to use smile.amazon.com to purchase those
presents. The site is identical to the regular amazon.com site but eligible
purchases made through smile.amazon.com result in a very small portion of the
purchase price being donated to Warren First UMC. Remember-many small
donations add up to larger amounts for the church.
Go to smile.amazon.com. You will be asked to designate where the donations
go. Pick “Warren: First United Methodist Church” and proceed to do your
shopping as normal.

2020 Church Charge Conference
The 2020 Church Charge Conference booklet will be sent out electronically on
Friday, November 6. If anyone would like a paper copy of the booklet, they are
available at the church office. If you would like one sent to you, please contact
the office.

THANK YOU CORNER

Thank you to Carolyn Carlson and Dorthy Collins for their hard work and contributions
to our Advent boxes. We appreciate your artistic talents! We also thank all those who
came to help with our Advent and Thanksgiving projects. We couldn't do this without
you.
I would like to thank the members of Warren First for your willingness to take this
pandemic seriously and wear a mask when out in public. We so want to get back to
being able to gather together in person.
Thank you for your expressions of love and support following the death of my brother,
Gordon.
Carole Wesnet

TOGETHER, WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE! THANK
YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.

Do you need a devotional booklet?
The Upper Rooms and Daily Breads have come in.
If this is a normal part of your devotion life (or you
would like it to be) please contact the Pastor by
either leaving a message at the church or sending

her a email. We will mail you one.
We cannot promise you will get the version you
like. It will be first come, first serve. Let us know
your preference. Either way, we will get one in the
mail for you. Also, if you know someone who
is not connected to the internet and is not
getting this message but usually gets a
copy, please let us know.

Supporting the Church
Thank you for your continued support of
the ministry here at First UMC of Warren.
Throughout this pandemic, you have
faithfully shared with the community of
Warren that the church is more than a
building or a worship service. These past
seven months, we have remained an active
presence in our community.

Ways to give:

You can give on-line through egiving (found on our website)
You can mail in your tithe
You can place your tithe in the prayer box at outdoor worship

Prayer Ministry
Prayer Concerns
We have been sending out prayer concerns via
email and the phone prayer chain. If you have any
specific concerns, please contact the pastor.
Nancy Gross ~ Healing
Caroline Hart ~ Healing
Michelle Moore ~ Healing
Beve Glasson ~ Healing
Your Leadership Team
Refuge for Nations Ministry
The Mike Moore Jr. Family

Please keep your brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers
through this most difficult time. Prayer chain emails are going on as
prayer requests come in. If you are not receiving those emails and
would like to, please email the pastor at
pastormelissa@warrenfirstumc.org.

Obituary for Sally Dorff
Sally B. Dorff, age 87, passed away on November 15, 2020; beloved wife to the
late Charles P. Dorff; dear mother to Vicki (Ross Rice) Payne, Charles W. (Terri)
Dorff, and Susan (Greg) Joswiak; cherished grandma to Charles D. (Mari Beth)
Dorff, Craig (Elizabeth) Dorff, Carl Dorff, Kyle Joswiak, Julianne Joswiak, Angela
Joswiak, William Glasson and Amanda (Rob) Pigg; she is also survived by many
other loving great-grandkids, nieces and nephews, and many other loving family
members and friends. The family will greet friends at Kaul Funeral Home of
Clinton Township on Friday, November 20th from 1:00pm until 8:00pm. Sally will
be laid to rest next to her late husband, Charles P. Dorff, at Great Lakes National
Cemetery. A memorial in Sally's honor will be scheduled at a later date.
Donations can be made in lieu of flowers to the First United Methodist Church,
5005 Chicago Road, Warren 48092.

Picture of the Week:
All hands on deck (a few at a time) to prepare for Thanksgiving and Advent!
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